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"Te the Right Honourable the 


LORD CUTTS, 


Colonel of His Majeſty's Cold. Stream 
4 Nene, of Garth, Ke. 


— H E. Address 4 
the following Pa- 
pers is ſo very 
much Due to your 
= ==] L,oxDs$ate, that 
hes are but a mere Report of 
what has paſt upon my Guard 
to my Commander, for they 
were Writ upon Duty, when 
the Mind was Lane Diſen- 
gag'd and at Lęiſure in the 
Silent Watch of _ Night, to 
"WY run 


nable Vice of Explodi 


DEDICATION. 


run over the Buſy Dream of 
the Day; and the Vigilance 


which Obliges us to ſuppoſean 
Fnemy always near us, has 
Awaken'd e Senſe that there 
is a Reſtleſs and Subtle one 


Which conſtantly attends our 


Steps, and meditates our Ruin. 
Thoughts of this Nature, a 
Man may with Freedom Ac- 
knowledge to Your Logpsmie, 
who have ever been fo far 
from running into the Fabio: 
ing Reli- 


-aJour 


gion, that your Early 


firſt appear'd againſt the- Pro- 


ſeſs d Enemies of Chriſtianity ; 


and Buda had Tranſmitted you 


to late Poſterity, but that you 


our ſelfhave Obliterated your 
art in that Glorious Scene by 


the freſher Memory of you, at 


Limerick and Namure. 
jt With 


= not Fought? 


DEDICATION 


With one honeſt Purpoſe 
of Life, and conſtant Service 


of one Intereſt, and one 


Cauſe, in what Country have 
in what 
ield have you not Bled? 
but I know I here Offend 


you, nor will you allow 


Warmth in Commendation to 
be like a Friend; but if, my 
LoRp, to ſpeak you Gene- 
rous, Honeſt and Brave be 
not fo, I do aſſure you ?tis 
the only thing Pu ever do in 
common with your Enemies. 


Is ſaid your Enemies, but if 


there are any who have Igno- 


Trance or Malice enough to 
'be ſuch, their little Hares 


muſt be loſt in the Diſtincti- 
on the better World allow - 
ou. and that County (whoſe 
iſcerning is rend by a Lear- 
„ A000 ned 


— — 22 


DEDICATION. 


ned and Elegant Univerſity) 
has done you ſo great an 


Honour, in making you Una- 


nimouſly their Repreſentative 
in Parliament, that they who 
would Oppoſe your Reputati- 
on, do but confeſs they are 


Unacquainted with what paſ- 


ſes in the World, and Stran- 
gers tothe Reſidence of Know- 


ledge and Virtue. 


Twas there you receiv'd 


thoſe Rudiments of Honour, 
which have render'd your Life 
Conſpiuous enough to make 
you appear a worthy Deſcen- 


dant of an Ancient and Di- 


ſtinguiſh'd Family, which has 


Serv'd the Crown in the moſt 


Eminent Stations, and been 


equally Favourites of their 


Country; *twas there you re- 
ceiv'd thoſe Impreſſions which 


Inſpire 


D'EDICATION. 


Inſpire that true Uſe of your 
Being, which ſo juſtly divides 
your Time, between Labour 
and Diverſion, that the one 
does but Recreate for the 
other, and which give a Ge- 
nerous Contempt of both, 
when they come in Compe- 
tition with the Service of that 
Country which you Love, and 
that God whom you Worſhip. 
Go on, my Lox, thus to 
Contemn, and thus to Enjoy. 
Life; and if ſome great Eu- 
gliſhDay does not call for that 
Sacrifice, which you are al- 
ways ready to Offer, may you 
in a Mature Age go to Sleep 
with your Anceſtors, in Ex- 
pectation not of an Imaginary 
Sores but a Real Immorta- 
ty, ... | 


A5 As 


As for the Preſent I. now 
make you, if youll Accept it 
5 with your uſual Goodneſs and 
Affection to me, I ſhalt En- 

tertain no further Hopes; for 
as your Favour is my Fortune, 
7 ſo your Approbation is my 
il Fame. . 1 


1 I am, 
MY LORD, 


March 23,1701. 


| Your Lordſbip't 
J LEY 2 
Moſt Obediens, moſt Faithful | 240+ 
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PREFACE. 


FERRER HE Held is divided be- 


— 7 Y 50 
* = 
a 1 


tween two ſorts of People, the 


Buſineſs,and theſe two have 
it. wholly in their Power; 
but however Mighty the lat- 
ter may eſteem themſelves, they have much 
the lefs ſhare in the Government of Mau- 
kind, and till they can keep the others ont 
of Cumpany as well as Employment, they 
will have an almoſt Irreſiſtable Dominion 
over us: For their Imagination is ſo very 
quick and lively, that iu all they enjoy of 
poſſeſs, they have a Reliſh highly Superior 
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za that of ſlower Men; which fine Seuſe of 


things they can communicate to others in ſo 
prevailing a manner, that they give and 


zake away what Impreſſions they pleaſe ;. 
for while the Man of Wit ſpeaks, he be. 


ſftows upon his Hearers, by au apt Repreſen- 
tation of bis I houghts, all the Happineſs 


aud Pleaſure of being ſuch as he ig, and: 
quickens our heavier Life into Joys we- 
ſhould never of our ſelves have taſted, ſo. 

r that: 
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Men of Wit aud the Men of 
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PREFACE: 


that we are for our own ſakes his Slaves 
and Followers: But indeed they generally 
wiſe this charming Force with the utmoſt 
{yranuy, and as tis too much in their 
Power, miſplace our Luve, our Hatred, 
our Deſires and Averſions, on improper 
Objects; ſo that when we are left to our 
ſelves, we find Truth diſculour'd to us, 
and they of baculties above us have wrapt © 
things, in their own nature of a dark and 
horrid Aſpect, in ſo bright a Diſguiſe, 
that they have ſtamp'd a kind of Praiſe 
and Gallantry on ſome Vices, and half 
perſuaded us that a li bore may be ſtill a 


Beauty, and an Adulterer no Villain. 


Theſe Ills are ſupported by the Arbitra- 
ry Stay of Legiſlative Ridicule, while by, 1 


now #0t what Pedantry of good Breeding, 
Converſation is confin d to Indifferent, Low, 
or perhaps Vitiuus Subjects; and all that is 
Serious, Good or Great,almnſt Baniſbed the 


World: For in Imitation of thoſe we have 


mentioned, there daily ariſe ſo many Pre- 
zenders to do Miſchief, that what ſeem' d at 


firſt but a Conſpiracy, is now @ general In- 


ſurrection againſt Virtue; and when they 
who really have Wit lead the way it is hardly 
to be prevented, but that they muſt be fol- 
lowed by a Crowd who would be ſuch, and 


make what ſhift they can to appear ſo, by 


helping one Defect with another, and ſup- 
Ping 


\ 


; 


PREFACE. 
plying want of it with want of Grace, and 


want of Reputation with want of Shame, 

Thus are Men burry'd away in the Pro- 
ſecution of mean and ſenſual Deſires, and 
inſtead of Employing their Paſſions in the 
ſervice of: Life, they ſpend their Life in the 
ſervice of their Paſtas; yet tho tis a Truth 
very little receiv'd, that Virtue is its own 
Reward, fis ſurely an undeniable one, that 
Vice is its own Puniſhment ; for when we 
have giv'n our Appetites a looſe Rein, we 
are immediately precipitated by 'em into 
unbounded an a Wiſhes, while we 


repine at our Fortune, if its Narrowneſs 


curbs em, tho the Gratification of em were 


a Kindneſs, like the Indulgence of a Man' 
Thirſt in a Dropſy ; but this Diſtemper of 
ind is never to be remedied,till Men will 
more anreſervedly attempt the Work, and 
will reſolve to value themſelves rather ap- 
on a ſtrong Reaſon to allay their Paſſions, 
than a fine Imagination to raiſe *em, © 
For if we beſt Fudge of things when we 
are not actually engag d or concern din em, 
every Man's own t.xperience muſt inform 
him, that both the Pleaſures we follow, 
and the Sorrows we ſhun, are in Nature 


very different from what we conceive em, 


when we obſerve that paſs Enjoyments are 
Anxious, paſt Sufferings pleaſing in the 
Reflection; and. ſince the Memory of the 


vue 


— 


1 


. 
P R E FA C E. 


aue makes us apprehend our Strength, the 
other our Weakneſs, it is an Argument of. 
a trivial Mind to prefer the Satrsfadtions 
that lead to Iuquietude before Pains that 
lead to Tranquility, 4 

But if that conſiſts (as it certaiuly does) 
in the Mind's Enjoyment of Truth, the 
moſt vexatiuns Circumſtance of its Aunguiſh, 


is that of being in Doubt; from which Men 


will find but a very ſhort Relief if they 
draw it from the Collectious or Obſervati- 
ons of ſedentary Men, who have been cal- 
led Wiſe for propoſing Rules of active Life, 
which they cannot be ſuppoſed to under ſtaud: 
For between the Arrogaut and Fanatick 


Indolence of ſume, and the falſe and pleaſu- 


rable Felicity of others (which are equally 


Chimera's) a Man is ſo utterly divided, 
that the Happineſs of Philoſophers appears 


as Fantaſtlick as the Whſery of Lovers. 
We jhall not, tis hop' d, be underſtood by 


ſaying this, to Imagine that there 15 a rf = 
ficient Force in the ſhort following Eſſay, 


to ſtem the Univerſal and Deſtrudtroe Tor- 
reut of Error and Pleaſure; it is ſufficient 


i we can ſtand without being carry'd away 
ſhall very willingly reſigu 


with it, and we 


the Glory of an Oppoſition, if we can en- 
Joy the Safety of a Defence; and as it was 
at firſt attempted tu diſengage my own Mind 
From deceruing Appearances, ſo it can be 

1 publiſhed, 


5, the 
ent of: 
ions. 
s that 


Embrace, to Warm us to great Attempts, 


a \ \ 


/ EREFACE. 
publiſhed for no other end, but to ſet others 


a thinkius with. the ſame Tnclination :- 
Which whoever will pleaſe to do, will make 
a much better Argument for his own pri- 
vate Uſe, than any body elſe can for Him: 
For ill Habits of the Mad, no more than 
thoſe of the Body, are to be curd by the 
Patient's Approbation of the Medicine, ex- 
cept He'll reſolve to take it; and if my 
Fellow Soldiers (to whoſe Service more eſpe- 
cially I would direct any Thoughts I were 
capable of) would form to themſelves (if 
any do not) a conſtant Reaſon of their Acti- 
ons, they would find themſelves better pre- 
pur d for all the Viciſſitudes they are to meet 
with, when inſtead of the Chaugeable Heat 
of mere Courage and Blood, they acted up- 
on the firm Motives of Duty, Valoar, aud 
1 . Seal. „ 


# * 


or (however they are diſeſteem'd by 


ſome Unthinking, not to ſuy, Ungrateful 


Men) to Profeſs Arms, is to Profeſs being 
ready to Die for others; nor is it an Or- 
dinary Struggle between Reaſon, Senſe, and 
Paſſion, that can raiſe Men to a calm and 
ready Negligence of Life, and animate em 
to Aſſault without Fear, Purſue without 
Cruelty, and Stab without Hatred. 

But Virtuous Principles muſt infallibly 
be not only better than any other We can 


bat 


but alſo to make Our Days in their Ordi- 
nary Paſſage ſlide away Agreeably: For as 


nothing is more Daring than Truth, ſo there 


is nothing more Chearful than Innocence; 


and indeed I need not have been beholden 
to the Experience of a various Life to have 


been convinc d, that true Happineſs is not 
to be found but where I at preſent place it; 
For I was long ago inform d where only it 


was to be had, by the Reverend Dr. Ellis, 


my ever Ilonour d Tutor; which Great Ob- 


e Icould not but Mention, tho my 
ratitude to Him is perhaps an Accuſati- 
on of my ſelf, who f 

little Profited by the Inſtitution of ſo Solid 
and Excellent a Writer, tho he is above the 


Temptation of (what is always in his Pow- 


er) being Famous, | 


N 8285 
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all appear to have ſo 


I 


Mm 


Dun Pugs 
8 SEND 
The Chriſtian Hero: 
OR 
NoPrirciples but thoſe of 


RELIGION 
SUFFICIENT 
To make a Great Man. 


——— is certainly the moſt uſeful 

ARSE Tack we can poſſibly undertake, 
to reſcue our Minds from the 
Prejudice with which a falfe and 
uureaſonable Fondneis of aur 
ſelves has enſlaved us. But the 


FB 


* 


2 


— 
— 
 — 
-——_ 
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, ſoms is ſo ungrateful an Ex 
exciſe, that we are forc'd upon a Thoufand litt le 
Arts, to lull our ſelves into an imperfe& Tranquili- 
ty, which we might obtain ſincere and uninterrupted, 
if we had Courage enough to look at the ghaſtly 
Part of our Condition: But we are ftill Flatterers to 
our ſelves; and Hypocrites the wrong way, by chu- 
ling, inſtead of the ſolid Satisfaction of Innocence 
and Truth, the returning Pangs 'of Conſcience, and 
working out our Damnation as we are taught to do 
our Happineſs, with Fear and Trembling. 

, Bat 


Examination of our own Bo- © 


_— 


" © 2 


2 Dye Chriſtian Hero. 
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But t his Mis fortune we owe, as we do moſt others, 


to an unjuſt Education, by which we are inſpit'd 


with an Ambition of acquiring ſuch Modes and Ac- 


compliſhments, as rather enable us to give Pleaſure 


and Entertainment to others, than Satisfaction and 
Quiet to our ſelves: So Phantaſtical are we as to 


dreſs for a Ball when we are to ſer out on a Jour- 


ney, and upon Change of Weather, are juſtly deri- 
ded, not picied by the Beholders. How then ſhall 
we prepare for the unaccountable Road of Life, 
when we know not how long or how ſhort it will 


prove, or what Acciden's we ſhall meet in, our Pal- 


ſage? Can we take any thing with us that can 
make us chearſul, ready and prepar'd for all Occa- 
ſions, and can ſupport us againlf all Encounters ? 
Yes, we may (if we would receive it) a Confidence 
in Ged. Let, leſt this be impos'd upon Men by a 
blind force of Cuſtom, or the Arrifice of ſuch per- 


| ſons whole Intereſt perhaps it may be to obtrude 


upon our Mirth, and our Gaiety, aud give us a me- 
lancholy rroſpect (as ſome Men wouid perſuade 
us) to maintain themſelves in the Luxury they de- 
ny us; let us not be fiighted from the liberal uſe 


of our Semes, or meaniy reſign our preſent Opini- 


ons, till we are convinc'd frum our own Reflection 
alſo, that there is lomething in that Opinion which 
can make us leſs inio;ent in Joy, lets deprets'd in 
Adverlity, than the Methods we are ateady cugag'd 
in. And indeed the chief Caute of lire ſolution in ei- 
ther State; mut proceed trom the want of an adæ- 
quate Motive to our Actions, that can render Men 
Daunt leis aud Invincible beih to Pleaſure aud Pain. 
It were not then, merh.nks, an uſeleſs Enquiry to 


ſearch into the Reaſonthat we are ſo willing 10 arm. 


our ſelves againſt the Atlaults of Delight and Sor- 
row, rather with the Dictates of Morality than 
thoſe of Religion, and how it has obtain'd, - that 
1 8 when 
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The Chriſtian Hero. 3 
when we ſay a thing was done like an old Roman, 
we have a generous and ſublime 1dea, that warms 
and kindles in us, together with a certain Self-diſ- 
dain, a defire of Imitation; when, on the other 
ſide, to ſay, Twas like a Primitive Chriſtian, chills 
Ambition, and ſeldom riſes to more chan the cold 
Approbation of a Duty that perhaps a Man wiſhes 
he were not oblig'd to. Or, in a word, Why is it 
that the Heathen ſtruts, and the Chriſtian ſneaks 
in our Imagination? If it be as Machi vil ſays, That 
Religion throws our Minds below noble and hazar- 
dous Puriuits, then its Followers are Slaves and 
Cowards; but if it gives a more hardy and aſpiring 
Genius than the World before knew, then He, and 
all our fine Obſervers, who have been pleaſed to 
give us only Heathen Portraitures, to ſay no worſe, 
have robb'd their Pens of Characters the moſt tru- 
ly Gallant and Heroick that ever appear'd to Man- 
About the time the World receiv'd the beſt News 
it ever heard, The Men whoſe Actions and Fortuncs 
are moſt pompouſly array'd in Story, had juit aged 
or were then perfornuug their Parts, as if it had 
been the Deſign of Providence to prepoſſeſs at that 
time, after a more ſingular manner than ordinary, 
the Minds of Men, with the Trappings and Furni- 
ture of Glory and Riches, to heighten che virtue 
and Magnanimity of thote who were to oppoſe em 
all, by paſſing through Wants, Miteries and Dif- 
graces; and indeed the ſhining Actions of theſe I- 
luſtrious Men do yet glare fo much in our Faces, 
that we lole our Way by following a falſe Fire, 
which well couſider'd is but a deluſive Vapour of the 
Earth, when we might enjoy the leading conſtant 
Light of Heav'n. _ Fo 
To make therefore a juſt Judgment in our Con- 
duct, let us conſider two or three of the moſt cmi- 
8 | peut 
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nent Heathen, and obferve whether they, or we, are 
better appointed for the hard and weary March of 
human Life; for which Examination we will not 
look into the Cloſets of Men of Reflection and 
Retirement, but into the Practice and Reſolution of 
thoſe of Action and Enterprize. There were never 
Perſons. more con{picuouſly of this latter ſort, than 
thoſe concern'd in the Fortunes and Death of Ceſar 
and ſince the Pulſe of Man then beat at the high; 
eſt, we will think it ſufficient to qur Purpoſe care- 
fully to review Him, and Them, as they March by 
us, and if we can ſee. any apparent Defect in their 
Armour, find out ſome way to mend it in our own. 
But ir will requie all our Patience, by taking no- 
tice of the minuteſt Things, to come at (what is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to us) the Receſſes of their Hearts 
and Folds of their Tempers. | 
Salluſt has tranſmitted to us two very great, but 
very different Perſenages, Ceſar and Cato, and plac'd 
them together in the moſt judicious Mauner for ap- 
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wy pearing to advantage, by the alternate Light and one's. 
1 Shade of each other: Caſar*s Bounty, Magnificence, tothe 
41% Popular and Sumptuous Entertainments ſtole an uni- Yet, v 
9 verſal Affection; Caro's Parkmony, Integrity, Au- Incide: 
1 ſtere and Rigid Behaviour commanded as univerſal well e 
9 Reve rence: None could do an ungentile thing be- ly in 
1604 fore Ceſar, none à looſe one before Cato: To one Minute 
ail *twas Recommendation enough to be Miſerable, Facee 
Wl to the other to be Good: To Ceſar all Faults were gracefu 
163 pardonable, to Cato none: Oue gave, oblig' d, pity d Caſa 
val and ſuccour'd indifferently; r'other blam d, oppos d come : 
11 and condemn' d impartially: (aſar was the Refuge Securit 
10 of the Unhappy, Cato the Bane of the Wicked: Cate forgave 
11 had rather be, than ſeem Good; Ceſar was careleſs was he 
10 of either, but as it ſery'd his Intereſts: Cato's Sword clamati 
14 was the Sword of Juſtice, Ceſar's that of Ambiti- Clemen 
vt on: Ceſar had an excellent common Senſe and right bleſi d 
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Judgment of Occaſion, Time and Place; the other 
blunt Man underſtood not Application, knew how 
to be in the Right, hut was generally ſo, out of 
Seaſon: Ceſar's' Manner made even his Vice charm- 
ing, Cato's even his Virtue difagreeable: Ceſar inſi- 
nuated Ill, Cato: intruded Good: Caeſar in his Say- 
ings, his Actions aud his Writings was the firſt 
and happieſt of all Men: In his Diſcourſe he had 
a conſtant Wit and zight Reaſon; in his Actions, 
Gallantry and Succeſs; in his Writings, every thing 
that any Author can pretend to, and one which 
perhaps no Man elſe ever had; he mentions himſelf 
with a good Grace, Thus it was very natural for © 
Ceſar, adorn'd with every Art, Maſter of every ne- 
ceſſary Quality, either for Uſe or Ornament, with 
a ſteady and well-plac'd Induſtry to out-run Cato, 
and all like him, who had none and deſir'd none, 
but (an ever weak Party) the Good for his Friends, 
Now this Sort of Men were Ceſar and Cato, and by 
theſe Arts they arriv'd at that height, which has left 
one's Name proverbial for aNoble and PrincelyNature, 
t'others for an Unmoy'd and Inexorable Honeſty : 
Yet, without following em thro? all the handiome 
Incidents and Paſlages of Life, we may know *em 
well enough in Miniature, by beholding 'em on- 
ly in their manner of Dying: For in thoſe laſt 
Minutes, the Soul and Body both colle& all their 
Force, either bravely to oppoſe the Enemy, or 
gracefully receive the Conqueror, Death. _ 
Ceſar, by a long Trad of Succeſles, was. now be- 
come apparent Maſter of his Country, but with a 
Security thar's natural to gallant Men, Heroically 
forgave the moſt inveterate of his Oppoſers : Now 
was he follow'd with Applauſe, Renown, and Ac- 
clamation : His Valour had ſubdued the Bodies, his 
Clemency the Minds of his Enemies: And how 
bleld muſt the Fah be under his as 
who 
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6 The Chriſtian Hero. 
who ſeems to court Dominion for ne other end, 
but to indulge an inſatiable Mind in the glorious 
Pleaſures of beſtowing and forgiving? This was the 
Figure Ceſar bore in the World's Opinion, but not 
in Cato's, He was there a Tyrant in ſpite of the 
Gloſs. of Succeſs and of Fortune, which could not 
create Appearances bright enough to dazzle his 
Eyes from ſeeing the Traitor in the Conqueror: 
He knew to give a Man his own as a Bounty was 
but a more impudent Robbery, and a Wrong im- 
prov'd by the Slavery of an Obligation: He juſtly 
and generouſly diſdain'd that his Fellow-Cirizen 
thou'd pretend to be his Lord; to his honeſt Mind 
a Pardon was but a more arrogant Inſulr, nor could 
be bear the Apprehenſion of ſeeing his Equal in- 
fli& uron him a tyranmoal Forgiveneſs + What then 
muſt t his unhappy good Man do? Whither ſhall op- 
preſs'd Virtue fly from Slavery? From Slavery? No. 
He is ſtill Free Lord of Himſelf, and Maſter of his 
Paſſions; ' Ceſar is the Captive, He 1s Shackld, He 
is Chain'd, and the numerous Troops which he 
boaſts the Companions of his Triumphs, and his 
Glories, are but ſo many Witneſſes of his Shame 
and Confuſion, to whom he has by an open Uſur- 
pation manifeſted his broken Faith, falſe Profeſſion, 
and proſtituted Honour. But how far this Impreſ- 
ſion of intrinſick Glory and Happineſs in fincere, 
tho' diſtreſs'd Virtue, and the ſenſe of a wicked 
Man's abject, tho* proſperous Condition (which 
cats Philoſophy gave Him) did avail in his afflict- 
ed Hours; the Reſolution he is going to rake will 
demonſtrate; Crag,  DepnNe TE die. 
He had now at Utica freſh and ſhocking nntelli- 
gence of the gathering Adherents to his Enemy? 
and could read, in his owh Company, the mere Fol- 
Jowers of Fortune in their Countenance, but ob- 
ſorw'd it with a negligent and undaunted Air, _ 
22 cernꝰ 
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cern'd only for the Fate of others, . whoſe weak 


Pity of themſelves made em the Objects of his 
Compaſſion: alſo. It was viſible by a thouſand lit- 
tle officious things he did, he was reſolv'd to leave 
this bad World: For he ſpent the Day, which he 
deſign'd ſhould be his laſt, in a certain Vanity of 
Goodneſs: He Conſulted, Perſuaded, and Diſpatch'd 
all he thought neceſſary for the Safety of thoſe 
that were about him; which Services they receiy'd 
from him, whoſe Intent they ſaw, with Tears, and 
Shame, and Admiration. 1 0 

He continued the whole Evening this affected 


Enjoyment of his Friends Anxiety for him, which 


he rais'd by ſet Diſcourſes, and abated, or rather 
confirm'd' by a ſtudied Indifference, till he went 
to Bed, where he read Plato's Immortality, and 
Gueſſes at a future Life: At laft he enquir'd for his 
Sword, on purpoſe miſ-laid by his Son; they did 
not immediately bring it, which he ſeem'd to take 
no notice of, but again fell to his Bock: After his 
ſecond Becture, he again wanted his Sword: Their 
Heſitat ion in letting him have it, threw him into 
an unſeemly Rage, and Expoſtulation with his 
Friends, whoſe obliging Sorrow with-held it: What 
has he done, what has he committed, to be be- 
tray'd into the hands of his Enemy? Had cato's 
Wiſdom fo far left him, rhat he muſt be diſ- 
arm d, like a Slave and a Madman? What had 
his Son ſeen ſo indiſcreet in his Father, that he 
was not to be truſted with himſelf? To all this 
cruel and intemperate Queſtion, he was anſwer d 
with the humbleſt Behaviour, tende:eſt Beſeeching, 
and. deeyeſt Eſteem: They implor'd- his Stay amongſt 
iem as their Genius, their Guardian, and gene- 
factor; Among the reſt, a fond. Slave was purting 
in his Reſiſtance, and his Affliction, for which be 
daſh d the poor Fellow's Tecth out wich his Fiſt, 


and forc'd out of the Room his lamenting Friends, 
with Noiſe, and Taunt, and Tumult; a little while 
after had his Hand, with which he ſtruck his Ser- 
vant, dreſs'd, lay down, and was hear d to Snore; 
but ſure we may charitably enough believe, from 
all this unquiet Carriage, that the Sleep was dif- 
ſembled, from which as ſoon as he awak' d, he 
Stabb'd himſelf, and fell on the Floor; His Fall 
alarm'd his wretched Dependants, whoſe help he 
reliſted by tearing open his own Bowels, and ruſh- 
ing out of Life with Fury, Rage, and indignation. ' 
This was the applaudedExit of that Noble Roman, 
who is ſaid with a ſuperior and invincible Con- 
ſtancy to have eluded the Partiality of Fortune, and 
eſcapꝰd the Incurſion upon the Liberty of his Coun- 
try: It ſeems then, had he liv'd, his own had been 
| loſt, and his calling himſelf ſtill Free, and Ceſar 
the Uſurper, a Bond- man and Slave, were but mere 
Words; for his Opinion of things was in reality 
Stunn d by Succeſs, and he dy*d Diſappointed of 
the Imaginary Self- Exiſtence his own Set of Thoughts 
had promis d him, by an Action below the Precepts 
of his Philoſophy, and the Conſtancy of his Life. 
Thus did Cats leave the World, for which indeed 
he was very unfit, in the Hands of the: moſt Skilful 
Man in it, who at his entrance on its Empire ex- 
cell'd his paſt Glorious Life, by uſing with ſo much 
Temper and Moderation, what he had purchas d with 
ſo much Bleodſhed and Violence: But we muſt leave, 
at preſent, this buſie and Inceſſant Mind to the Me- 
ditation of Levelling inacceſſible Mountains, Check- 
ing the Courſe of the Ocean, and correcting the Fe- 
riods of Time: We muſt leave him employ*d in Mo- 
deling the Univerſe (now his own) in the ſecure 
Enjoyment of a Life hitherto led in Illuſtrious Ha- 
zards, and now every way ſafe, but where tis its Beau- 
ty to lye open, to the Treachery of his Friends. 
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Among the many Pretenders to that Character 
was Caſſius , an able and experienc'd Soldier, bound 
to him by no leſs an Obligation, than the giving 
him Life and Quarter in Battel; He was of a Dark, 
Sullen and Involx'd Spirit, quick to receive, but flow 
to diſcover a Diſtaſte ; His Anger never flew into his 
Face, but deſcended to his Heart, which cavkled and. 
prey'd upon it ſelf, and could not admit of Com- 
poſure, either from Religion or Philoſophy; but be- 
ing a perfect Epicurean, and fancy ing there were none, 
or if any, only Lazy and Supine Deities, muſt ne- 
ceſlarily Terminate his Hopes and Fears in himſelf, 
and from his own Arm expe@ all the Good and E- 
vil of which his Life was capable : This Man, in his 
Temper uneaſie, and piqu'd by a certain Partiality 
of Cæſar's to his Diſadvantage, could nor ſatisfie 2 
Sedate Bloody Humour by any leſs Reparation than 
his Ruin; and having a revengeful Biaſs of Mind, 2 
ſhoxt Memory of Kir.dneiles, and an indelible Reſent- 
ment of Wrongs, reſolv'd to cancel an odious Bene- 
fit, by a pleaſing Injury: To this Determination he 
was prompted by the worſt o Good Quality a Man 
can have, an undaunted Courage, which fermented 
in Him a reftleſs and Gnawins Meditation of his 
Enemy's, that is, his Beneſactor's Death; A Thought 
beficting the Greatne(s of his Ambition, and the 
Largeneſs of his pernicious Capacity; His Capacity 
which conſiſted in a skilful Diſſimulation of his 
Faults; for being full of thoſe Vices which nearly 
approach, and eaſily aſſume the Reſemblance of 
Virtue, and ſeldom throw a Man into viſible and. 
obvious Follies, he ſo well accommodated his ill 
Qualities to the good ones of thoſe with whom he 
Convers'd, that he was very well wich the beſt Men 
by a Similitude of their Manners; his Avarice ob- 
tain'd the Frugal; His Spleen, and Diſreliſh of Joy, 
the Sober and Abſtiaent ; His Envy, and Hatred of 
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Superiors, the Aſſerters of Publick Liberty: This 
conſiderable Wretch skilfully warm'd and nrg'd ſome 
of his own Temper, whom he knew ready for any 
great Miſchief, to pull down the Overgrown Cæſur, 
and enſnar'd others by the ſpecious Pretence of a ſin- 
cere Love to his Country, to meet all Hazards for 
her Recovery.; Theſe illuſtrions Kuffians, who were 
indeed Men of the moſt Weight, and the boldeſt 
Spirits of the Roman Empire, deſign'd to diſpatch 
him in the Eye of all the World, in open Senate; 
but neither their Quality or Accompliſhments were 
great enough to ſupport*em in ſo Nefarious an At- 
tempt, without there could be an Expedient thought 


of, to give it a more ſacred Eſteem, than any of their 


Characters could inſpire : Twas therefore neceſſary 
to make Marcus Brutus of the Conſpiracy. 

This Gentleman poſſeſs d the very Boſom of cæſar, 
who having had a Notorious Intrigue with his 
Mother, was believ'd to have thought him his Son, 
but whether that, or an Admiration of his Virtye, 
was the cauſe of his Fondneſs, He had ſo tender 


a regard for him, that at the Battel of Pharſalia he 


gave it in Orders to the whole Army, if he wou!d 
not rake Quarter to let him eſcape: He was, like 


_ Ceſar, addicted to Letters and Arms, and tho' not 


equal to him in his Capacity for either, above him 
in the uſe of both. He never drew his Sword but 


with a deſign to ſerve his Country, nor ever Read 


with any other purpoſe but ro ſubdue his Paſſions, 
ſo that he had from Books rather an Habit of Life, 
than a Faculty of Speech; in his Thoughts as well 
as Actions he was a ſtrift Follower of doneſty and 
Juſtice; all he ſaid, as well as all he did, ſeem'd 
to flow from a publick and unbiaſs'd Spirit: He had 
no occaſion for the Powers of Eloquence to be able 
to perſuade, for all Men knew *twas their Intereſt 
to be of his Mind; and he had before he ſpoke, 
0 Te 8 | | | that 
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that fiſt Point, the good will of his Audience, for 
every Man's Love of himſelf made him a Lover of 
Brutus. He had this Eminence without the leaſt 
taint of Vanity, and_a great Fame ſeem'd not ſe 
much the Purſuit, as the Conſequence of his Acti- 
ons: Thus ſhould he do a Thing which might be 
liable to Exception, Men would be more apt to 
ſuſpe& their own Judgment than his Integrity, and 
believe whatever was the Caule of the Aion, it 
muft be a good one, ſince it mov'd him: And 
tho? a perfect Love of Mankind was the Spring of 
all ke acted, that Human Temper never threw him 
into Facility, but ſince he knew anungrounded Com- 
paſſion to one Man might be a Cruelty to another, 
mere Diſtreſſes without Juftice to plead for em could 
never prevail upon him, but, all Gentle as he was, 
he was impregnable ro the moſt repeared Importu- 
nity, even that of his own good Nature. 

Such was the Rerown'd Brutut, and one would 
think a Man who had no ill Ambition to ſatisfie, 
no looſe Paſſions to indulge, but whole Life was a 
Regular, Eaſie, and Sedate Motion, ſhould be in 
little Temptation of falling into a Plot; but ill Men, 
where they cannot meet a convenient Vice, can make 
uſe of a Virtue to a baſe purpoſe. 

He was Lineally Deſcended from the Famous 
Brutus, that ext inguiſh'd the Tarquins, whoſe De- 
bauches and Cruelties made a Regal Name in Rome 
as juſtly odious, as that of the Bruti venerable for 
the Extirpation of it; and Ceſar had very lately, 
in the midſt of an abſolute and unlimited Power, 
betray'd a Fantaſtick Ambition of being call'd King, 
which render'd him Obnoxious to the Malice of 
the Conſpirators and the Virtue of Brutus. | his 
was the Place where the Magnanimity of that Pu- 
triot ſeem d moſt acceſſible, for *twas obvious, that 
He who wanted nothing elſe to ſpur him to Glo- 
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rious Attempts, muſt be alſo Animated by the Me- 
mory of Illuſtrious Anceſtors, and not like narrow 


and degenerate Spirits, be ſatisfied with the Fantask 1 
of Honour deriy'd from others, from whom, with- len 
out a Similitude of Virtue, *tis an unhappy diſt in- her 
ction to deſcen . | | nol 
Yet however hopeful this Handle appeat'd, they her 
could not ſo abruptly attempt upon his awful Cha. for 
racter, as immediately to propoſe the Murder to con 
him, without ſome diſtant Preparation of Mind to fro: 
receive it. There were therefore theſe Words fre- a 1 
quently dropt in his way, from unknown Hands : kno 
Thou art no longer 7r4:u5; Thou art aſleep, Bru- to h 
tus: and the like; by which Artifice he grew very Exp 
Thoughtful and Buſie with himſelf, about the pur- Thiy 
poſe of theſe Advertiſements; One of ſuch Mo- he 
ments Caſſius took hold of, and opened to him the Con 
great Deſign for the Liberty of his Country from — 
Ceſar's Uſurpation : There needed no more to make 2 
him do a thing, but his Belief that *twas Juſt; He 5 ter 
ſoon conſented that Ceſar deſerv'd to Die, and 1 1 
ſince he did, to Die by his Hand : Gaining this Per- - 7 
tonage, made all ripe for Execution, and Cagi . © 
poſſeſs'd a full Satisfaction, in that he had engag d i Bec 
a Man in the Attempt, who in the Eyes of the Peo- . 8. 
ple, inſtead of being ſully'd by ir, would ſtamp a Ju- ly Par 
ſtice and Authority upon the Action; whoſe con- 5 A 
firm'd Reputation was ſufficient to expiate a Mur- W : 
der, and conſecrate an Aſſaſſination. : wy 


Yet tho? his Juſtice made him readily conſent to . þ 
Ceſar's Death, his Gratitudeupon Reflection ſh ok MW . tha 
his Reſolution to Act in it; all wich Conflict W _ that 
with himſelf we cannot view without the Incident be | 
of Porcia's Story. hs 
This Lady obſerv'd her Husband fall ona ſudden 
from an eaſie, placid and fond, into a troubled, ſhort 


and diſtracted Behaviour; ſhe ſaw his Mind too much 
employ'd 
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employ'd for the conjugal Endearments, and kind 
Tenderneſſes, in which ſhe waz uſually happy, yet 
upon this. Obſervation grew neither Jealous or Sul- 
len, but mourn'd his Silence of his Affliction to 
her with as deep a Silence: This Lady, I ſay, this 
noble Roman Wife turn'd all her Suſpicion upon 
her ſelf, and modeſtly believ d *twas her Incapacity 
for beating ſo great a Secret, as that which diſ- 
compos'd the ftedfaſt Brutus, made him conceal 
from her an Affliction, which ſhe thought ſhe had 
a Title to participate; and therefore reſoly'd to 
know of her ſelf, whether his Secrecy was a Wrong 
to her before ſhe would think it ſoz to make this 
Experiment, ſhe gave her ſelf a deep Stab in the 
Thigh, and thought if ſhe could bear that Torture, 
ſhe could alſo that of a Secret; the Anguiſh and 
Concealment of her Wound threw her into a Fever, 
in that condition ſhe thus ſpoke to her Husband. 
« 1, Brutus, being the Daugh- G 
* ter of Cato, was given to id My. Duke's 
« you in Marriage, not like a Tranſlation of the 
e Concubine, to partake only Life of Brutus, 
« of the common Civilities of EY, 
„Bed and Board, but to bear a Part in all your 
good and all your evil Fortunes; and for my 
% part, When I look on you, I find no Reaſon to 
„ repent this Mach,; But from Me, what Evidence 
© of my Love, what Satisfaction can you receive, 
« if I may not ſhare with you in your moſt hidden 
* Griefs, nor be admitted to any of your C6unſels, 
that require Secrecy and Truſt ; I know very well, 
e that Women ſeem to be of too weak a Nature to 
* be truſted wich Secrets, but certainly, Brutus, a 
« Virtuous Birth and Education, and a Converſation 
e with the Good and Honourable, are of ſome force 
« to the forming our Manners, and ſtrengthning our 
«+ Natural Weakneſs ; and 1 gan boaſt that I am the 
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Paugbhter of Cato, and the Wife of Braus. in 
ee hich two great Titles, tho' before 1 put too little 


- «« Confidence, yet now I have try'd my ſelf, 1 find 


that even againſt Grief and Pain 1 am invincible, 
She then told him what ſhe had done, but it is 
not ealie to repreſent the kind Admiration ſuch a 


Diſcourſe muſt give a Husband, and the ſweet 


Tranſport that was drawn from their mutual a ffli- 
ion, is too delicate a touch of Mind to be under- 
ſtood but by a Brutus and a Porcia. Yet tho' he 
was not too Wiſe to be tender to his Wife, when 
he had unboſom'd himſelf, in ſpite of this laſt A cti- 
on, and a thouſand nameleſs things, that occur'd 
to his Memory to ſoften him, he left his Illuſtrious 
Heroin in her Pains and her Sortows, to purſue his 
publick Reſolutions. But he is gone, and ſhe can 
burſt into thoſe Tears which the Awe of his Virtue 
had made her ſmother; for how alas ſhall the Heart 
of Woman receive ſo harſh a Virtue, as to gratifie 
her Husband's Will, by conſenting to his Ruin?! 


How ſhall the firuggle with her own Weakneſs and 


his Honour? But while ſhe lay in his Boſom ſhe 
learn'd all the Gallantry of it, and when ſhe pon- 
ders his Immoital Fame, his Generous Juſtice, and 
Roman Reſolution, her Mind enlarges into à Great- 
neſs, which ſurmounts her Sex, and her Affection: 
When ſhe views him in the Conſpicuous part ot 


Life, ſhe can bear, nay Triumph in his Loſs; but 


when ſhe reflects and remembers their Tenderer 
Hours, thus would he Look, thus would he Talk, 
ſuch was his Geſture, Mein, the Mirth, the Gatety 
of the Man ſhe Loy'd (which Inſtances are more 
intimate Objects of Affection, than Mens greater 
Qualities) then ſhe is all Woman, ſhe reſigns the 
great, bur laments the agreeable Man ? Can then 
my Brutus leave me? Can he leave theſe long- 
ing Aims for Fame? She has no juſt Notion 
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of any higher Being to ſupport her wretched / 
Condition ; but however her Female Infirmity made 
her lan,uiſh, ſhe has ſtill Coaſtancy enough ro keep 
a Secret that concerns her Husband's Reputation, 
tho' ſhe melts away in Tears, and pines into Death 
in Contemplation of her Sufferings. | 
such muſt have been the oliloquy of this Memo- 
rable Wife, who has left behind her an evetlaſting 
Argument, how far a Generous Treatment can make 
that teader Sex go even beyond the Reſolution of 
Man, when we allow that they are by Nature form'd 
to Pity, Love and Fear, and we with an Impulſe to 
Ambition, Danger and Adventure. 1 
The World bore a Gloom and heavy Preſage of 
ce ar's approaching Fate. Tis ſaid Wild beaſts 
came into the moſt frequented Parts of the City, 
Apparitions in the Streets, unuſual Illuminations in 
the Skies, and inauſpicious Sacrifices damp'd the 
Hearts of all Men, bur the Aſlaflins, who with an 
incredible Calm of Mind expected the opportunity 
of Satiating their Vengeance in th: Blood of the 
Uſurper; yet was not Caſſius himſelf wholly uncon- 
cern'd, for tho? he was as great an Athciſt as any 
among Us can pretend to be, he had the Weakneis 
and Superſtition at that time, to invoke a Statue of 
Pompey for his Alſiſtance. It is as obſervable, that 
Ceſar, the Evening before his Fate, in a Supper- 
Converſation (ar one of his Murdecer's Houſes) on 
the ſubje& of Death, pronounced a ſudden òne to 
be the moſt delirable, and a little ſhogg'd with 
reiterated ill Omens, aud touch'd with tae fore- 
boding Dreams and Frights of a tender Wife, re- 
greater ſolv'd to forbear going to the Senate on the Morn- 
ns the WW ing appointed for his Execution; waich Difficulty 
n then D. Brutus undertook to get over; a Geutleman o 
long: fupetlatively excellent that way, that he could not 
Notion WW only upon ſuch an occalidn a>pear Compos'd, but 
"4 alſo 
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alſs in very good Humour ; this ſneering Ruffian 
rallied away his Fears, and with a very good Mein 


conducted his Friend to his Murder. 
When he came into the Senate they roſe to 
him, and with a pretended joint Petition for a Ba- 
niſh'd Man, the Aſſaſſins preſs'd about him, as ſoon 
as he was Seated: He ſeverally check d their Im- 
portunity, but while they were thus employ'd, one 
of 'em gave theSigu by throwing his Robe over his 


Neck, another oppreſs'd with the Grandure of the 


Attempt, made at him an irreſolute Paſs : Ke briskly 
oppos'd the Villain, and called him ſo; They all 
ruſh'd on him with drawn Ponyards, ftill he reſiſted 
*till he ſaw Brutus coming on, then with a gene- 
rous and diſdainful Reſignation, yielded to the 
ſtroke of a Pardon'd, Oblig'd and Rewarded Friend. 


But there ate in England a Race of Men, who have 


this Action in the moſt profeſs'd Veneration, and 
who ſpeciouſly miicail the Rancour, Malice and Ha- 
tred of all Happier and Higher thau themſelves, 
(which they have in common with caſſius,) Gallan- 


try of Mind, Diſdain of Servitude, aud Paſliou for 


publick Good, which they prerend to with Brutus; 
and thus qualified with Ill, ſet up for Faction, Buſi- 
neſs and Enmity to Kings. But *tis to be hop'd 
theſe Men only run round 'till they're giddy, and 
when all things turn foo, fancy themſelves Authors 
of the Motion about em, and fo take their virtigo 
for their Force; for ſure they have a futile Pre- 
reace to a good publick Spirit, who have an ill pri- 
vate One. | 

But there lies the Mighty Ceſar, au Eternal In- 


ſtance how much too Generous and too Believing 


thoſe unhappy Princes are, who depend upon the 
tie of Men's Obligations to 'em, without having 


their Opinions on their fide; for nothing hinders a 


Man's walking by the Principles of his Soul, but 
Bay oh 
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an Opportunity to exert em; when that occurs, the 
ſecret Enemy throws ot his s Mack, and draws his 


Dagger. 


Let Reflections of this nature are ſomewhat fo- 
reign to our Purpoſe, we muſt therefore follow theſe 
bloody Men, to a Fate as violent as they gave their 
Benefactor? for *twas in Providence to fruſtrate their 
Counſels, by turning that Virtue to their Ruin, which 
they had enſnared for their Protection. The fearleſs 
Brutus had too much Clemency, to make, this Blow 
ſafe by the Execution af the neareſt Adherents to 
Ceſar; His Safety conſiſted in his unbiaſs*'d Mind and 
undaunted Reſolution, which would not let him 
ſtoop to the taking away any Life below that of the 
greateſt of Mankind. 

However this Injury was repair'd to Caſar, for he 
was voted a God in the very Place where he ceas'd 
to be a Man, which had been a good ſaving Clauſe, 
cou'd they have perſuaded his Succeſſor Odtavius allo, 
to have been contented with Omnipotence ; but the 
young Scholar was fo much enamour'd with this 
World, that he left his Bok to diſturb and rule it; 
and to compaſs his End, took upon him the hopeful 
Reſolution of ſparing no Man, from a Reflection 
perhaps that his Uncle was ruin'd by Mercy in his 
Victories. 

But it is not our Buſineſs; 1 to fall into an Hiſtorical 
Account of the various Occurences, which happen'd 
in the War between the Ceſarian Army and that of 
the Conſpirators, any farther than it is neceſſary for 
judging how far the Principles they walk'd by were 
uſeful ro *em in their greateſt Extremities : As 
Brutus one Evening fate Penſive and Revolving, 
the Paſlages of Lite, and the Memory of Ceſar, 
occur'd to him, now perhaps not as a Traitor, a 
Tyrant, or Oſurper, but as one he Lov'd, and Mul- 
der d; an en appear'd (or he tiought ap- 
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18 De Chriſtian Hero. 
pear'd to him) which told him he was his Evil 
Genius, and would meet him at Philippi, to which 


he calmly anſwer'd, P!! meet thee there: But he com- 
municated a ſad Impreſſion which this made upon 


him to Caſſius, who in an Epicurean manner gave 


him a Superticial Comfort, by Diſcourſes of the Illu- 
ſions, our Fancies, our Dreams and our Sofrows Im- 
print upoa the Mind. and make an imaginary a real 
Torment. Yet the Night before the Fatal Batal, he 


enquir'd (in caſe of a Defeat) his Refolution as to 


Flight and Death. To which Brutus 7 
. « When 1 was Young, Caſ- 
Vid. My. Duke's © ſfns,, and unskilful in Afﬀ- 
the Le fairs, I was Engag'd I know 
Life of Brutus, Plan. noc how into an Opinion 
« of Philoſophy, which made 
te me accuſe Cato for killing himſelf, as think- 
<« ing it an Irreligious Act againſt the Gods, nor 
« any ways Valiant amongſt Men, not .o ſubmit 
<« to Divine Providence, nor be able fearleſly to re- 
« cęive and undergo whatever ſhall happen; but 
« to fly from it: But now in the midſt of Dangers 
IJ am quite of another Mind, for if Providence 
© ſhall not diſpoſe what I now undertake according 


to our Wiſkes, I reſolve to try no farther Hopes, 


« nor make any more Preparations for War, but 
« will Die contented with my Fortune, for 1 alrea- 
dy haye given up my Life to the Service of my 
« Country on the Ides of March, and all the time 


*< that 1 Lived ſince, has been with Liberty and 
Honour. 7 


However Gallant this Speech may ſeem at firſt 
Sight, it is upon Reflectien a very mean one; for 
he urges no manner of Reaſon for his Deſertion of 
the noble Principle of Reſignation to the Divine 


Will, but his Dangers and Diſtreſſes, which indeed 
is no mote than if he had plainly Confeſs'd, 21 
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alt the Schemes we can form to our ſelves in a 
Compos'd and Proſperous Condition, when we 
come to be oppreſs'd with Calamities, vaniſh from 
us; and are but the Effects of luxuriant Eaſe and 
good Humour, and languiſk and die away with *em: 
But to make this a fair dedution from his Diſ- 
courſe, let us Impartially (bur with Tenderneſs and 
Pity) look at him in his laſt Pangs: Ar the Battel 
of Fhilipti, Brutus Commanded the Right, Caſſius 
the Left of the Line: The firſt broke the oppotite 
Wing of the Enemy, the ſecond was himſelf forc'c. 
But by a Failure in their Orders and Intelligence. 
each was Ignorant of the other's Fortune; Brutus 
follow'd his Blow, and his Heat drove him too far 
before he thought of Caſſius, whom at laſt with a 
ſtrong Detachment, he returns to relieve, His 
Friend Retreated to a riſing Ground, to View and 
Bewail the Fate of their Cauſe, and Commanded an 
Officer to obſerve that Body marching towards him: 
The Gentleman ſoon found 'em Friends, and con- 
fidently Rid in amongſt' em; they as kindly enclos'd 
him to enquire News: Upon ſeeing this, the miſe- 
rable Caſſius concluded him taken by the Enemy, 
and giving all for loſt, retir'd into a Tent, where he 
was by his own Order kill'd by a Servant. 

Here Brutus, whom neither the Fondneſs of an 
excellent Wife, Obligations to a generous Friend, 
or a Meſſage from the Dead cou'd Divert from 
meeting all Encounters, ſinks and falls into the moſt 
extream Deſpair. 

He, with {ome others that eſcap'd the Nana, re- 
tir'd- to a Thicket of a Wood, where alſo finding 
they were trac'd, 'twas propos d ſtill to Fly: But 
he, after having expreſs'd a Satisfaction (but a 
falſe one, ſince he could not live with it) in his 
Integrity, which he preferr'd to the Succeſles of his 
Enemies, ran upon his Sword, and transfix d that 
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great Heart with a ſuperfluous Blow, which ſure was 
before Stabb'd with the killing Reflection upon 
Et tu Brute? | \ . 

Here let us throw a Veil oyer this miſtaken Great 
Man, and if poſſible cover him from Human Sight 
for ever, that his ſeduc'd and Ambiguonus Virtue may 


be no more Prophan'd, as an Umbrage to the Coun- 


ſels of Perjur'd Friends, Sactilegious Regicides, and 
implacable Deſperadoes. 


Now the uſe we make of theſe Reflections, is, that 


ſince we have ſeen the mighty Ceſar himſelf fall 
into Superſtition at. the Thought of his Exit, fince 
Cato's firm Conſtancy, Brutus his generous Zeal, and 
Caſſius his Ready Malice, all ended in the ſame Dere- 
liction of themſelves, and Deſpondence at laſt, we may 
juſtly conclude, that whatever Law we may make to 
our ſelves, from the Greatneſs of Nature or the Prin- 
ciples cf Philoſophy for the Conduct and Regulati- 
on of Life, is it ſelf but an Artificial Paſſion, by 
which we vainly hope to ſpbdue thoſe that are Na- 
tural, and which will certainly riſe or fall with our 
Diſappointment or Succeſs, and we that are liable to 
both are highly concern'd to be prepar'd for either: 
At which Perfection there is no nearer way to arrive, 
but by atrending eur own Make, and obſe ving by 
what means human Life, from its ſimple and rural 
Happineſs, ſwell'd into the weighty Cares and Di- 
ſtractions with which it is at preſent Enchanted; 
and from this Knowledge of our Miſery, Extract 
our Satisfaction. 8 1 
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CHAP: - 


N AN is a Creature of ſo mix'd a 
cCompoſure, and of a Frame ſo In- 
conſiſtent and Different from Its 
h A ſelf, that it eaſily ſpeaks his Affi- 
SY IDS nity to the higheſt and meaneſt 
SEN Beings; that is to ſay, he is made 
of Body and Soul, he is at once 
an Engine and an Engineer: Tho indeed both that 
Body and Soul act in many Inſtances ſeparate and 
independent of each other: For when he Thinks, 
Reaſons and Concludes, he has not in all that Work 
the leaſt Aſſiſtance from his Body: His fineſt Fibres, 
pureſt Blood, and higheſt Spirits are as brute and di- 
tant from a Capacity of Thinking as his very Bones; 
and the Body is ſo mere a Machine, that it Hungers, 
Thirſts, Taſtes and Digeſts, without any exerted 
Thought of the Mind to command that Operation : 
Which when he obſerves upon himſelf, he may, 
without deriving it from Vapour, Fume or Diſtemper, 
believe that his Soul may as well Exiſt out of, as 
in that Body from which it borrows nothing to 
make it capable of performing its moſt perfect Fun- 
ctions. This may give him hopes, that tho? his 
Trunk return to its native Duſt he may not all 
Periſh, but the Inhabitant of ir may remove to a- 
nother Manſion; eſpecially ſince he knows only 
Mechanically that they have, not Demonfſtcatively 
bow they have, ev'n a preſent Union. we 
And ſince this Mind has a Conſciouſneſs and Su- 
geriox Reflection upon its own Being and Actions, 
| and 
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and that Thoughts flow in upon it, from it knows 


not what Source, it is not Unnatural for it to con- 
ceive, that there is ſomething of a Nature like it 
ſelf, which may, Imperceptibly, act upon it, and 


where it cannot deduce its reaſonable Performances 
froni any corporeal Beginning, draw Hopes or Fears 
from ſome Being thus capable to Impreſs Pleaſure 
or Torment; which Being it cannot but ſuppoſe 
its Author. | | | 

But this its Author is Incomprehenſible to the 
Soul (which he has thought fit to Impriſon in Senſe 


and Matter) but as he is pleas'd to reveal himſelf, and 


beſtow upon it an ExpeQation of its Enlargement ; 
yet were we to take the Account which Poetical 
Writers give, and ſuppoſe a Creature with theſe En- 
dowments wandring among other wild Animals, the 
Intelligent Savage would not be contented with 
what Kapine or Craft could gain from his Brethren 
Beaſts, but his Condition would till be as neceſſi- 
tous for his better Part; and his dark narural En- 
quiry would make him, for want of a more juſt Know- 
ledge of his Creator, fall into Snperſtition, and be- 
lieve every Fountain, Grove and Foreſt inhabited by 
ſome peculiar Deity, that beſtow'd upon Mankind 
the Stream, the Shade and the Breeze. 5 

But we are inform'd that the wonderful Creator 
of all Things, after he had given the Rivers to 


Flo, the Earth to bring Forth, and the Beaſts to 


Feed, ſaw and approv'd his Work, but thought 4 


Dumb, Brute and Mechanick World an imperfect 
Creation *till inhabited by a conſcious Being, whoſe 

Happineſs ſhould conſiſt in Obedience to, and a Con 

templation on, Him and his Wonders: | | 
For this Reaſon Man was created with intellectu- 
al Powers and higher Faculties, who immediately 
beheld with Joy and Rapture, a World made for 
the Support and Admiration of his new Being; how 
came 
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came he into this happy happy State! whence the 
Order! the Beauty! the Melady of this Living Gar- 
den! Are the Trees Verdant? Do the Birds Sing? 
Do the Fountains Flow for no other reaſon but to 
Delight and Entertain him?. How does he paſs 
through the moſt bright and delicious Objects, and 
how does he Barn to utter himſelf upon the Exta- 
tick Motions which they give him! In ſuch ſweet 
Inquietude were the ficſt Hours of the World ſpent, 
and in this Laſſitude of Bliſs and Thought our Pa- 
rent fell into a piofound Sleep, when his Maker, 
who knew how Irkſome a lonely Happineſs was to 
a ſociable Nature, form'd out of his Side a Com- 
panion, Woman: He awak'd, and by a ſecret Sim- 
pathy beheld his Wife: He beneld his on rougher 
Make ſoften'd into Sweetneſs, and temper'd into 
smiles: He ſaw a Creature (who had as *twere 
Heay*ns ſecond Thought in her Formation) to whom 
he cowd communicate his Conceptions, on whom 
he could Glut his Eyes, with whom he could Ra- 
viſh his Heart: Over this Conſort his Strength and 
Wiſdom claim'd, but his Affection reſign'd the Su- 
periority: Theſe both Equal and both Superior were 
to live in perfect Tranquility, and produce as hap- 
py a Progeny: The Earth and all its Frut were + 
theirs, Except only one Tree: Which light Injun- 
ction was all that was requird of em as an Inſtance 
of their Obedience and Gratitude to his Bounty, 
who had giv'n *em every thing elſe. Bur ſuch was 
their Vanity and Ingratitude, that they ſoon forgot 
the Dependance ſuitable to @ borrow'd. Being, and 
were deluded into an empty hope of _ by 
their Tranſgreſſion like their Creator, and (tho juft 

Born of the Duſt) proud enough from that No-Ex- 
iſtence to diſdain one that was Precarious: Thex 
did therefore Eat and were Undone; they offended 
God, and like all their ſucceeding Criminals againſt 


him, 
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him, were conſcious that they did ſo. Innocence 
and Simplicity were baniſh'd their Boſoms, to give 
way to Remorſe and Conviction. Guilt and Shame 
are the new Ideas they have pluck'd from the Tree 
of Knowledge: Their affronted Creator pronounces 
upon *em a Sentence which they now think more 
ſupportable than the Pain of his offended Preſence, 
which he withdrew; and commanded Nature to give 
dem no further voluntary Obedience; ſo that he 
was now to extort from her the continuance of 
their wretched Condition by Toil and Labour, and 
ſhe to bring forth Heirs to it- with Pangs and Tor- 
ture. | | 
This is the Account we have from a certain neg- 
lected Book, which is call'd, and for its genuine 
Excellence above all other Books deſervedly Call'd 
THE SCRIPTURE: And methinks we may 
be convinc'd of the Truth of this Hiftory of our 


Parents, by the infallible Spots and Symptoms of 
their Hereditary Diſeaſe in our Tempers, Pride and 
Ingratitude: For what is more natural to us, than 
by an unreaſonable Self-Opinion, (tho' we cannot 
but feel that we are but mere Creatures and not of 
our ſelves) to aflume to our felves the Praife and 
Glory of our Capacities and Endowments ! and how 
Lazy, how Unvilling are we to Eradicate the deep 
and inward Satisfaction of Self-admiration? How- 
ever, it muſt be confeſs'd, that 'tis the moſt ſenſe- 
leis and ſtupid of all our Infirmities, for 'till you 
can remember and recount to us, when that Think- 
ing, Throbbing Particle within, firſt reſoly'd to Wear 
a Body, when it ſpun out its Arteries, Fibres and 
Veins, contriv'd the warm circulating Stream that 
runs through em, when you firſt yentur'd to let 
the Heart pant, the Lungs tuck Air, and at laſt to 
lanch the whole tender Machine into the hazard of 
Motion; till, I ſay, you can acquaint us with -_ 

| bhis, 
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this, you muſt kneel and fall down before him, by 
whom you were thus Fearfully and Wonderfully 
Made. a +52 er | 
But the firſt Pair, now ſuſpicious of cach other, 
baniſh'd the more immediate Influence and Preſence 
of their Almighty Protector, were liable (Naked and 
Diſtreſs'd as they were) to beentangled by the Thorn 
and the Brier, and torn by the Lion and Wolf, who 
have ever ſince been prompted to fly in the Faces 
of the deteſted Ingrates : Therefore the _— 
World, for theif Defence againſt Themſelves an 
other Animals, were oblig'd to go into Contracts 


and Policies, ſo that human Life (by long Grada- 


tion) aſcended into an Art: The Tongue was now 
to Utter one thing, and the Boſom to Conceal ano- 
ther; and from a deſire of Superiority in our de- 
prav'd Natures, was bred that unſatisfied Hunger 
Ambition; a monftrous Excreſcencei of the Mind, 
which makes Superfluity, Kiches, Honour and Di- 
ſtinction, but mere Neceſſities of Life, as if *twere 


our Fate in our fallen Condition (left a Supply of 


what frugal Nature deſires ſhould be obtaiu' d) to 


tind out an Indigence foreign to us, which is inca- 
pable of being reliey'd, and (which to confirm our 


Want and Milery) increaſes with its Acquiſitions : 
Under this leading Crime, are Envy, Hatied, Cru- 
elty, Cunning, Craft and Debate, Muſter'd and 
Arm'd; and a Battalion of Diſeaſes, Torments 


and Cares, the natural Effects of thoſe Evils, be- 


come our Boſom Companions; from which no 
Arms can reſcue, no Flight ſecure us but a Return 
to that God, in whoſe Protection only is our Na- 
tive loſt Seat of Reſt and Tranquility, To which 
Abode ſince our Expulſion we cannot dare to ap- 
proach, but Guilt which runs even to Succours it 


knows vain, makes us, with our firſt Parents in the 


lame Circumſtances, hide from Omnipotence 5 : 
| a Al 
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ſaid in the ſame Circumſtances, for we, have not 


only implicitly committed thzir Crime, as we were 
in them, but do alſo actually repeat it in our own 
Perſons: For when a Created Being relinquiſhes the 
Power of its Creator, and inſtead of relying on his 


Conduct and Government, draws to it ſelf an inde- 


pendent Model of Life, what does It but pluck 
from the Tree of Knowledge, and attempt a Theft 
of Underſtanding, from him who is Wiſdom it ſelf! 
This is a tremendous Conſideration, yet is there 
not that Man breathing, who has any where placed 


his Confidence but in God, and contiders ſeriouſly 


his own Heart, but feels its Weight, nor can the 
Boſom under it receive any Impreſſion, but that of 
endleſs. Deſpair, | 

But behold the Darkneſs diſperſes, and there is 
ſtill Hope breaking in upon our Sorrow, by the 
Light of which we may again lift up our Eyes and 
ſee our Maker: For in the midſt of our deſerv d 


' Miſery, our Reconciliation in coming on through a 


Mediator, who is perfectly unconcern'd in our Crime: 
But tho* innocent of our Tranſgreſſion, aſſumes 
that and our Nature, and, as an Atonement for us, 
offers his Life a Ranſom, with this regard on our 
Part, that as it is an Expiation, it js allo an Exam- 
ple: An Example te inſtru us, that not only the firſt 
Command laid upon us was a rcalonable one, but 
allo the preſent Life eaſie and ſupportable, for he 
himſe:f voluntarily undergoes it in its greateſt Ca- 
lamities: he who had ail things in his Power, and 
wauted all things, by inforcing an abſtinent ule of 
Wealth, and patient enduring of Poverty, reſtores us 
not only to the Bliſs of leading this Life with Satiſ- 
faction and Reſignation to the. Divine Will (which 
only is our true Lite) but by a ſhort Paſſage through a 
momentary Death, cranſlates us to an happy ever- 


laſling Exiſtence, incapable cf Sorrow, Weanneſs or 


Change: 
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Change: To accompliſh which great Revolution, 
our glorions Deliverer from our ſelves deſign'd to 
Eſtabliſh his Empire, not by Conqueſt, but a Right 
much more laſting, Arduous and 1ndiſputable Con- 
viction; for our Slavery being Intellectual and in 
our own Boſoms, the Redemption muſt be there alſo ; 
Yet the World, Inchanted with its own maginaty No- 
tions of Freedom, knew not how to receive fo Ab- 
ſtract ed a Manumiſſion, but couremu'd che Promiſe of 
Reſtoration to Lijeand Liberty, from a poor Man who 
himlelf enjoy'd none of the Advantages which ariſe 
from thole Dear (but Miſunderſtooa) Appellations. 
May we then without Blame approach and behold 
this Sacred and Miraculous Life? How. alas! ſhall 
we Trace the Myitcrious steps of God and Man? 


How coalider him at ouce in Subjection to, and Do- 


minion over Nature? 

The more Appolite, (cho moſt ſlow) Method of 
reducing the Worid-to ius Obedience, was that our 
B:ciied daviour ſhould appear ia tae deipicable At- 
tie which he did, witnout any of thole attendant 
Accidents which attract the Eye, and charm the 
Imagmation: For the Knowledge which he was to 
latroduce, being an Eternal I ruth; the proper Man- 
uon for it was in the Kealon and judgment, into 


waich when it had once enter'd, it was not to be 


remoy'd by any Impreſſions upon the Lower 
Facullics, to wh.ch ic was not to be beholden 
tor a Keception, There is uot. therefore one 
luttauce in the New Teſtament of Power exer- 
ted to the Deitruction, tio o many to the Freter- 
vation of Mankind: But to a dcgearrate Race, he 
taat Heals, is lets valu'd than he that Kills: Con- 
tution, Terror, Noile and Amazement, are what on- 
ly ſtrike ſervile Minds; bur Order, Symmetry, 
ulent Awe, Bleſſings and Peace are Ailurements to 
the E28 dimple, Innocent and Truly knowing; 


yet 
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yet the very Nation among whom the Holy Feſus 
Deſcended to Converſe, had (if we may ſo ſpeak) 


in a manner tir'd Heav'n with appearing in the more 


Pompous Demonſtrations of its Power: They paſs'd 
through Waves Divided and Erect for their March, 
they were ſupernaturally Fed in a Wilderneſs, a 
Mountain ſhook, and Thunder utter'd their Law; 


Nations were Deftroy'd to gain them Inheritance! 


But they ſoon forgot theſe 3enefits, and upon the 
leaſt Ceſſation of Fear and Miracle, they deſerted 
their Creator, and return'd to their own Handywork 
Deities, who were as ſenſeleſs of their Makers, as 
themſelves were of theirs. ES 
Thus ſhort-liv'd is Wonder, and thus Impotent to 
fix (what-we have ſaid our Law-giver deſign'd) 
Conviction. For which Reaſon our Aſtoniſhment 
in the New Teſtament is more ſparingly rais'd, and 
that only to awaken our Attention to Plain, Eaſie, 
and Obvious Truths (which ſupport themſelves 
when receiv'd) by the Authority of Miracle. 
| We Read that he was lead into a 
Matt. 4. Wilderneſs, where he wonderfully 
7 | bore Hunger and Want for Forty 
Days; in the height of which Exigence and Ne- 


coſlity, the Tempter came ro him and Urg'd 


him, if he were the Son of God, to Relieve his 
preſent Milery, by turning the Stones into Bread; 
which Attempt when he found Fruitleſs, and ob- 
ſery'd that he wou'd Uſe no ſupernatural Relief, 
but bear Human Nature and its Infirmities, he At- 
tacks him the moſt acceptable way to our Weakneſs 
in the Supplies of Pride and Vanity: He ſhowed 
him the Kingdoms and Glory of the World, (which 
he had Purchaſed from Man by his Defection from 
God) and offer'd him the Dominion of 'em if he 
would Worſhip him; bur our Lord contemn'd this 
alſo, and in his Want and Foverty retir'd into a 
private 
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private village; where and in the Adjacent Parts if 
the Neceſſitous Man lay in Obſcurity, the merciful 
God-did not, for he never diſcontinued his Viſible 
benign Aſſiſtance, to the Relief of the Diſeas'd,; the 
Poſſeſs'd and the Tormented. 

In his admirable Sermon upon the Matt. 5. 
Mount, he gives his Divine Precepts _ 
in ſo eaſie and familiar a manner, and which are 
ſo well adapted to all the Rules of Life and right 
Reaſon, that they muſt needs carry throughout 
a ſelf evident Authority to all that Read 'em; 
to thoſe that Obey em, from the firm Satisfacti- 
on which they Inſpire; to thoſe that negle& 
'm, from the Anxiety that naturally attends a 
contrary Practice: There is the whole Heart 
of Man diſcover'd by him that Made it, and all 
our ſecret Impulſes to Ill, and falſe appearances 
of Good, expos'd and detected: Among other 
excellent Doctrines, one which- methinks muſt 
be, to thoſe who ate ſo harden'd as to read the 
Divine Oracles with Unbelief , an irrefragable Argu- 
ment of his Divinity: Buz when 
tho Prayeſt, enter into thy Cloſet, Matt. 6, 6. 
and when thou haſt ſhut thy Door, 
Pray to thy Father which is in Secret, and thy Fathey 
which ſeeth in Secret, ſhall reward Thee openly. Now 
it cannot enter into the Heart of Man, that an 
but God could be the Author of a Command ſo 
abſtracted from all worldly Intereſts; for how ab- 
ſurd were it in a Being, that had not an Inter- 
courſe with our Souls, or knew not their moſt ſe- 


' cret Motions, to direct our Application to it ſelf, 


lo ſtrictly apart, and out of the Obſervation of any 
Power leſs than Ubiquitary? . 

There came to him a Captain, in Matt. 8. 
the behalf of his Servant, grievouſly 


tormeuted with a Palſte : Our Lord pro- 
mis d 


7 


— 
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mis'd him to come and heal him, but the Sol- 
dier (with an openneſs and ſincerity of Mind pe- 
culiar to his Profeſſion) who could not believe 
in, or ſerve him, but with his whole Heart, told 
him, he knew. Nature was in his Power with as de- 
ſpotick a Subje&ion, as his Men were under his, 
begy'd him only to ſpeak him whole, and he knew 
he would be ſo: Our Saviour extolPd his honeſt, 
frank. and unreſerved Confidence, gave him a ſuit: 
4 - able Succeſs, ſending him away with this Glorious 
_ - Eulogium, that he had not found ſuch: Faith, no 
l 1 2 not in Iſrael! | 1 
Thus did he beſtow Mercy and Salvation upon the 
eaſie and common terms of ordinary Friendſhip, as if 
there needed not hing to make him, but believing he 
would be, their Benefactor. And, who in the leaſt 
ö Affairs, is a Friend to him that diſtruſts him? 

In plain and apt Parable, Simi- 
| Matt. 13. 55. litude and Allegory, he proceeded 
_ daily to inſpire and inforce the Do- 
| ctrine of our Salvation; but they of his Acquain- 
tance, inſtead of receiving what they could not op- 
pole, were offended at the Preſumption, of being 
wiſer than they: Is not this the Carpenter's Son, 
is not his Mother called Mary, his Brethren, James, 
Joſeph, Simon and Judas? They could not raiſe 
their little Ideas above the conſideration of him, in 
thoſe Circumſtances familiar to em, or conceive that 
he who app:ard not more Terrible or Pompous, 
ſhould have any thing more Exalted than themſelyes, 
he in that Place therefore would not longer in- 
effectually exert a Power which was incapable of Con- 
quering the Prepoſſeſſion of their narrow and mean 
Conceptions. 


Matt. 15. 


9 


Multitudes follow'd him, and brought 
him the Dumb, the Blind, the Sick and 


Maim'd ; whom when their Creater had Touch'd,with | 
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a ſecond Life they Saw, Spoke, Leap'd and Ran; in 
Affection to him, and Admiration of his Actions, 
the Crowd could not leave him, but waited near 
him Three Days, *till they were almoſt as faint 
and helpleſs as others they brought for Succour: 
He had compaſſion on em, cemmanded 'em to be 
feated, and with Seven Loaves, and a few little 
Fiſhes, Fed four thouſand Men, beſides Women and 
Children: Oh the Extatick Entertainment, when 
they could behold their Food immediately increaſe to 
the Diſtributer's Hand, and ſee their God in Perſon, 
Feeding and Refreſhing his Creatures: Oh Envied 
Happineſs! But why do I ſay Envied, as if our Good 
God did not {till pretide over our temperate Meals, 
chearful Hours, and innocent Converſations. 

But tho? the ſacred Story is every where full of 


Miracles, not inferior to this, and tho? in the midſt 


of thole Acts of Divinity, he never gave the leaſt 
hint of a Deſign to become a Secular Prince, or in 
a Forcible or Miraculous manner to caſt off the 
Roman Yoke they were under, and reſtore again 
thoſe Diſgrac'd Favourites ef Heav'n, to its former 
Indulgence, yet had not hitherto the Apoſtles them» 
{elves (ſo geep ſet is our Natural Pride) any other 
than hopes of Worldly Power, Preferment, Riches 
and Pomp: For Peter, who it ſeems ever ſince he 
left his Net and his Skiff, Dreamt of nothing but 
being a great Man, was utterly undone to hear 
our; Saviour explain to 'em, upon an Accident of 
Ambition among *em, that his Kingdom was 
not of this World; and was ſo ſcandaliz d, that 
he, whom he had ſo long foilow'd, ſhould ſuffer 
the Ignominy, Shame and Death which he fore- 
told, that he took him aſide and ſaid, 

Be it far from thee, Lord, this ſhall not Mat. 16. 22. 
be unto thee; For which he ſufferd a ſevere Re- 
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prehenſion from his Maſter, having in his View the 


' 
- 


The great Change of things began to draw near, 


when the Lord of Nature thought fit as a Saviour 


and Deliverer to make his publick Entry into Jeru- 
ſalem, with more than/the Power and Joy, but none 
of the Oftentation and Pomp of a Triumph: He 
came Humble, Meck and Lowly; with an unfelt 


new Extaſie, Multitudes ſtrow'd his way with 


Garments and Olive- branches, Crying with loud 
Gladneſs and Acclamation, Hoſannah 

Matt. 21, te the Son of David, Bleſſed is he that 
cometh in the Name of the Lord At 

this great King's Acceſſion to his Throne, Men were 
not Ennebled but Sav'd; Crimes were not Remit- 
ted, but Sins Forgiven ; he did not beftow Medals, 
Honours,, Favours, but Health, Joy, Sight, Speech! 
The firſt Object the Blind ever ſaw, was the Author 
of Sight, while the Lame ran before, and the Dumb 
repeated the Hoſannah! Thus attended, he Entred 


into his own Houſe, the Sacred Temple, and by 


his Divine Authority Expell'd Traders and World- 
lings that Prophan'd it; and thus did he, fora time, 
uſe a great and deſpotick Power, to let Unbelievers 
underſtand, that *twas not want of, but Superiori- 
ty to all Worldly Deminion, that made him not 
exert it : But is this then the Saviour, is this the 
Deliverer? Shall this Obſcure Nazarene command 
Iſrael, and fit in the Throne of David ? Such were 


the unpleaſant Forms that ran in the Thoughts of 


the then Powerful in Jeraſalem, upon the moſt Truly 
Glorious Entry that ever Prince made; for there was 
not one that follow'd him, who was nor in his In- 
tereſt; their Proud and Diſdainful Hearts, which 


were Putrified with the Love and Pride of this World, 


were impregnable to the Reception of ſo mean 4 


Benefactor, and were now enough exaſperated with | 
Benefits 


i 
! 


Rene fit 
{ible of 
it, by 
ſhould 

Reſolut 
Sanguin 
all Mer 
would 
a great 


World, 


without 
Good; 
of his C 
fail him 
very Ni 
But v 
the Seqt 
and Spu 
Whithe! 
viour ar 
theſe ve 
the Loi 
blacken 
Pit y, an 
look do- 
famy; 
tom! H. 
trembles. 
Dead Ar 
Dead? 
her Crea 


The Chien Here. 33 


Renefirs to Conſpire his Death: Our Lord was ſen- 
ſible of their Delign, and prepar'd his Diſciples for 
it, by recounting to em now more diſtinctiy what 
ſhould befall him; but Peter with an ungrounded 
Reſolution, and in a Fluſh of Temper, made a 
Sanguine Proteſtation; that tho? | | 
all Men were offended in him, yet. Matt 26, 33, 
would. not he be offended. It was 

2 great Article of our Saviour's Buſigeſs in the 


World, to bring us to à Sente of our Inability, 


wit hot God's Aſſiſtance, to do any thing Great or 
Good; he therefore told Peter, who thought ſo well 
of his Courage and Fidelity, that they would both 
fail him, and ev'n he ſhould deny him Thrice that 
very Night. 

But what Heart can conceive? What Tongue utter 
the Sequel? Who is that yonder Buffeted, Mock'd 
and Spurn'd? Whom do they Drag like a Felon? 
Whither do they carry my Lord, my King, my Sa- 
viour and my God? And will he Die to expiate 
theſe very Injuries? See where they have Nail'd 
the Lord and Giver ef Life! How his Wounds 
blacken ! His Body 3s and Heart heaves with 
Pity, and with Agony! Oh Almighty Sufferer, 
look down, look down from thy Triumphant In- 
famy; Lo he inclines his Head to his Sacred Bo- 
tom! Hark he Groans, fee he Expires! The Earth 
trembles, the Temple rends, the Rocks burſt, the 
Dead Ariſe; Which are the Quick? Which are the 


Dead? sure Nature, al Nature is departing with 
her Crontor, 
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E CES HERE was nothing in our Savi- 
ey Our's. own Deportment, or in the 
Principles He introduced for our 
Conduct, but what was fo far from 
Oppoting, that they might na- 
turally fall in with the Statutesor 
Forms of any Civil Government 
. and regarded em no otherwiſe than to 
make us more Obedient to em: Yet the Profel- 
fors of this Doctrine were told they were to meet 
but very little Quarter, fer the acceptable Service 
they were to do em, but muſt lay down their 
very Lives to bring Us to a Contempt of their 
Grandeur in Compariſon of Greater and Higher 
Purſuits: In order to this Great End, their Delpi- 
cable Artillery were Poverty and Meckneſs; the 
+ eanlideration therefore of thoſe Arms is no Di- 
gieſſion from our Purpoſe: It is in every Body's 
Obſervation with what diſadyantage a Poor Man 
enters upon the moſt Ordinary Affairs, much more 
diſputing with the whole World, und in contradicti- 
en of the Rich, that is, the Wiſe; For as certainly 
as Wealth gives Acceptance and Grace to all that 
its Poſſeſſor ſays or does, ſo Poyerty creates Diſ- 
eſteem, Scoxzga and Prejudice to all the Undertak- 
ings of the Indigent : The Neceſſitous Man has 
neither Hands, Lips, or Underſtanding, for his own, 
or Friend's uſe, but is in the ſame condition with 
the Sick, with this Difference only, that his is an 
Iufection no Man will Relieve, or Aſſiſt, or if he 
does, tis ſeldem with ſo much Pity, as CO 
an 
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and rather for the Oſtentation of the Phyſician, 
than Compaſſion on the Patient: It is a Circum- 
ſtance, wherein a Man finds all the Good he de- 
ſerves inacceſſible, all the Ill unavoidable; and the 
Poor Hero is as certainly Ragged, as the Poor Vil- 
lain Hang'd: Under theſe Preſſures the Poor Man 
ſpeaks with Hæſitatĩon, undertakes with Irreſoluti- 
on, and acts with Diſappointment: He is lighted 
in Mens Converſations, overlock'd in their Aſſem- 
blies, and beaten at their Doors: But from whence 
alas has he this Treatment? from a Creature that 
has only the Suppiy of, but not an Exemption 
from the Wants, tor which he deſpiles him: For 
zuch is the ynaccountable infolence of Man, that 
he will nat fee that he who is ſupported, is in 
the ſame Clats 0; uacural Necellity with him that 
wants a Support; and to be help'd, unplies to be 
indigent, In a Word, after all you can ſay of a 
Man, canclude that he is Rich, and you have made 
him Friends; nor have you utterly overthrown a 
Man in the World's Opinion, *till you have ſaid he 
is Poor; This is the Emphatical Expreſſion of Praiſe 
and Blame, for Men ſo ſtupidly forget their natural 
impotence and Want, that Riches and Poverty have 
taken in our Imagination the place of Innocence 
and Quilt; he therefore that has ſuffer'd the Con- 
tumelies, Diſappointments and Miſeries which at- 
tend the Foor Man's Condition, and without run- 
ning into baſe, indecent or ſervile Arts for his re- 
drels, hath retura'd upon an inſolent World its 
ScQin, He (I ſay) has tought a nobler Fight, Con- 
quer d greater Difficulties, and deſerves a brighter 
Diadem, than ever Fortune beſtow'd on the moſt 
founded and moſt gaudy of her Favourites; But to 
capacitate ones ſelf for this hard Work, how neceſ- 
lary is that Sublime and Heroick virtue, Meekneſs, 
a Vittue which ſeems the very Characteriſtick of a 

C2 | Chꝛriſtian, 
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Chriſtian, and ariſes from a great, not a groveli ng 
Idea of things: For as certainly as Pride proceeds 
from a mean and narrow view of the little Advan- 
tages about a Man's ſelf, ſo Meekneſs is founded 
on the extended Contemplation of the Place we 
bear in the Univerſe, and a juſt Obſervation how 
little, how empty, how wavering are our deepeſt 
Reſolyes and Councils: and as (to a well taught 
Mind) when you've ſaid an Haughty and Proud 
Man, you have ſpoke a narrow Conception, little 
Spirit, and deſpicable Carriage; ſo when you've ſaid 
2 Man's Meek and Humble, you've acquainted us, 
that ſuch a Perſon has arriv'd at the hardeſt Task 
in the World in an univerſal Obſervation round him, 
to be quick to ſee his own Faults and other Mens 
Virtues, and at the height of pardoning every Man 
ſooner than himſelf; you've alſo given us to under- 
ſtand, that to treat him kindly, ſincerely and re- 
ſpectfully, is but a mere Juſtice to him that's ready 
to do us the ſame Offices: This Temper of Soul 
keeps us always awake to a juſt ſenſe of things, 
teaches us that we are as well akin to Worms as 
to Angels; and as nothing is above theſe, fo is no- 
thing below thoſe: It keeps our Underſtanding tight 
about us, ſo that all things appear to us great or 
little as they are in Nature, not as they are gilded 
or ſullied by Accident -and Fortune. 
Mieekneſs js to the Mind, what a good Mein i is 
to the Body, without which, the beſt Limb'd and 
fineſt Complection'd Perſon may be very Diſagree- 
able; and with it, a very Homely and Plain one 
cannot be ſo; for a good Air ſupplies the Imper- 


fection of Feature and Shape, by throwing a cer-- 


tain Beauty on the whole, which covers the. diſ- 
agreeableneſs of the Parts; it has a State and Hu- 
' milipy peculiar to its ſelf abeve all Virtues, like the 


Holy Scripture, its ſacred Record, where the highb- 
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eft chings are expreſs'd in the moſt eaſie Terms, 


and which carries throughout a condeſcending Ex- 


planation, and a certain Meekneſs of Stile. 
With this Circumſtance, and this ready Virtue, 


the faithful Followers of a Crucify'd Maſter were to 
mape their Courſe to an Eternal Kingdom, and 


with that in Proſpe& to contemn the hazards and 
diſaſters of a Cruel and Impenitent Generation. 
Great were the Actions and Sufferings of all our 
Bleſſed Saviour's Apoſtles, but St. Paul being pecu- 
liarly ſent to Us who were or ate Gentiles, he me- 
thinks more particularly challenges our regard: God 
who beſtow'd upon others ſupernaturally the Gift 
of Tongues, bur not of Arts, thought therefore fir 
to make uſe of him already Maſter in ſome mea- 
ſure of both, and qualified to converſe with the 
politer World by his Acquaintance with their Stu- 
dies, Laws and Cuſtoms: But tho' he ſhows him- 
ſelf by frequent brisk Sallies and quick Interrogato- 
ries, skilful in approaching the Paſſions by Rheto- 

rick, yet he is very modeſt in any of thoſe Orna- 
ments, and ſtrikes all along at the Reaſon, where 
he never fails to convince the attentive and unpre- 


judic'd; and tho' his Perſon was very deſpicable 


(which to a Stranger is almoſt an inſuperable Iucon- 
venience) yet ſuch was the Power of the Com- 
manding Truth which heutter'd, and his Skill how and 
when to utter it, that there every where appcars in 


his Character, either the Man of Bulineſs, the Gen- 


tleman, the Hero, the Apoſtle, or the Martyr; 
which Eminence above the ot her Apoſtles might 
well be expected from his Sanguine and Undertaking 
Complexion, temper'd by Education, and quickned 
by Grace: *Tis true indeed, he had Oppos'din the 


moſt Outragious and Violent manner this new Faith, 


and was acceſſary to the Murder of the glorious 
Leader of th: Army of Martyrs, St. Stephen; but 
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that fieree Diſpoſition fell off with the Scales from 
his Eyes, and God, who ever regards the Intenti- 
on, chang'd his miſtaken Method of ſerving him, 
and he is now ready to promote the ſame Religion 
by his Suffetings, which before he would have Ex. 
tirpated by his Perſecutions. He and his Compa- 
nion had made yery great Progreſs in the Conver- 
fion both of Jews and Gentiles, but certain Un. 

believers Prompted the Multitude to a 
Ads, 14, Reſolution at a general Aſſembly to Aſ- 

ſaſſine em, but they advertis'd of it 
fled unto Lycamia, where their Actions and Elo- 
quence were very Succeſsful ; but at Ly/tra, a certain 
poor Cripple (txom his Mother's Womb) heard him 
with very particular Attention and Devotion, whom 
the Apoſtle ( obſerving in his very Countenance his 
warm Conttition, and Preparation of Soul to re- 


ceive the Benefit) commanded to ſtand up, upon 


which he immediately Jump'd upon his Legs, and 
Waik'd: This Miracle alarm'd the whole City, ho be- 
liev'd their Gods had deſcended in Human Shapes: 
Barnabas was immediately Fove, and Paul his Mer- 
e4ry : The Prieſt of Jupiter now is coming to Sacri- 

2 tice to*em with Oxen and Garlands; but 


ver. 15. they ran into the Multitude; we are 


Men like you, ate ſubje& io the ſame 


Weakneſs, Intirmities, and Fatitons with your felves : 


We, alas! are Impotent of the great things our 
lelves hare done; your and our Creator will no 
longer let you wander in the Maze and Error of 
your Vanities and falſe Notions of his Deity, but 
has ſeat us with Inftances of his Omnipotence to a- 
wake yeuto a Worſhip worthy him, and worthy you. 
Oh graceful Paſſage to fee the great Apoſtle oppoſe 
his own Succeſs! Now only his Vehemence, his 
Power and his Elequence are too feeble when they 
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and Entreaties the Crowd could hardly be prevail'd 
upon, to forbear their Adoration, But this Applauſe, 


like ail other, was but a mere Guft, for the Malice 
of certain Jews follow'd *em from 7coninm, aud 


quickly infinuated into the giddy Multitude, as 


much Rancour as they had before Devotion; who 
ia a Tamultuary manner Ston'd St. Paul, and drag'd 
him as Dead, out of the Gates of the City; but 


he bore their Afftonts with much leſs Indignation 


then their Worſhip: Here was in a trice the higheſt 
and loweſt condition, the moſt reſpectful and moſt 
inſolent treatment that Man could receive; but Chri- 
ſtianity, which kept his Eye upon the Cauſe not 
Effect of his Actions, (and always gives us a tran- 
tient regard to tranßtory things,) deprets'd him whe 
Ador'd, exalted him When Afﬀronted. 5 
But theſe two excellent Men, tho' they had the 
Endearments of Fellow Suffering, and their Friend- 


ſhip heightned by the yet faſter tie of Religion, 


could not longer accompany each 

other, but upon a Diſpute about Act, 15. v. 39. 
taking Mark with em, who it | 
ſeems had before deſerted em, their Diſſention 


grew to the higheſt a Reſentment between Gene- 
tous Friends ever can, even to part and eftranye 
'em: Bur they did it witheut Rancour, Malice, or 


perhaps Dit- eſteem of each other; for God has 
made us, whether we oblecve it at the inſtant of 
being ſo or not, ſo much Inſtruments of his great 
and ſecret Purpoles, that he has given every indi- 
vidual Man,: 1 know not what peculiarly his own, 
which ſo much diſtinguiſhes him from all other 
Perſous, that tis impoſſible, ſometimes, for two of 
the fame generous Reſolutions, Honeſty and Inte- 
grity to do well together; whether it be that Pro- 


vidence has fo. order'd it to diſtribute virtue the 
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more, or whatever it is, ſuch is the frequent effect. 


For theſe noble Perſonages were forc'd to take dit- 


ferent Ways, and in thoſe were eminently uſeful in 


the ſame Cauſe; as you may have ſeen two Chy- 


mical Waters, aſunder, ſhiningly tranſparent, thrown 
toget her, muddy and offenſive. | 

The Apoſtle was warn'd in a Viſton 

Ad, 16. to go into Macedonia, whither he and 

his now Companion Silas accordingly 


vent: At Philippi he commanded an Evil Spirit to 


depart out of a Young Woman; but her Maſter (to 
whom her diſtraction was a Revenue, which ceas'd 
by her future Inability to anſwer the Demands uſu- 
ally made to her,) with the ordinary method of 
hiding private Malice in publick Zeal, rais'd the 
Multitude upon *em, as Diſturbers of the publick 
Peace, and Innovat ers upon their Laws and Liber- 
ties: The Multitude hury'd 'em to the Magiſtrates, 
who happening to be as wiſe as them e. ez. com- 
manded em to be Stripp'd, Whipp'd, d clap'd in 
Goal: The Keeper receiving very ſtrict Orders for 
their ſafe Cuſtody, put em in Irons in the Dun- 
geon ; the abus'd Innocents had now no way left 
for their redreſs, but applying to their God, who 
when all human Arts and Forces fail, is ready for 
our Relief, nor did St. Paul on leſs Occaſions im- 
lore præternatural Aſſiſtance; 5 

* Nec Deus interſit niſi dignus vindice Nodus 
Inciderit- | | 


Let not a God approach the Scene, 
In caſes for a God too Mean, 


We 


* Horace's General Epiſtle to Piſo's, Verſe 105, 
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We muſt, to Men of Wit and Gallantry, quote 
out of their own Scriptures. Their Generous way 
of Devotion, and begging Aſſiſtance, was giving 
Thanks for their preſent Extremities: In the midft 
of their Sores and Chains, they Sang Hymns and 
Praiſes to their Creator: Immediately the Bolts 
flew, the Manacles fell off, the Doors were open- 
ed, and the Earth ſhook : The Goaler awakes in 
Terrour, and believing all under his Cuftody eſcap'd, 
went to diſpatch himſelf; but St. Paul calls to him, 
he comes and beholds his Priſoners detain'd by no- 
thing but their amazing Liberty; the Horror, Sor- 
row, Torture, and Deſpair of a Dungeon, turn'd in- 
to the Joy, the Rapture, the Hallelujah, the Exta- 
fie of an Heav'n; He fell Trembling at the Apo- 
ſtles Feet, reſign'd himſelf to his Captives, and 
felt in himſelf the happy Exchange of his Liberty, 
for that Yoke in which alone is perfect Freedom. 
i arly the next Morning, upon this ſtupendious oc- 
caſion, the Magiſtrates ſent Orders thoſe Men might 
be Releas'd: But St, Paul, who knew he had Law 
on his ſide, and that his being a Priſoner made him 
not the leſs a Gentleman and a Roman, ſcorn'd 
their pretended Favour, nor would regard their Meſ- 
ſage, 'till they had themſelves in as publick a man- 
ner acknowledg'd their Offence, as they had com- 
mitred it, which they did by attending em in the _ 
Goal, and deſiring in a Ceremonious manner they 
would leave the City; upon which the Apoſtle 
accepted his Inlargement, and when 
he had ſettled what Buſineſs he had 44, 15. 
in that Town, left it and its Rulers 2 of 
to forget that painful Truth, which they had .nei- - 
ther Power to gainſay, nor Ingenuity to acknow- 
ledge. 
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His taking leabe of the Chief bf the Roſes 
Churches, is Hardly toe be read without Tears, 
where, When he had reminded em of his whole 
BVlatheleſs, Difintereſtel, Humble, and Labotibhs 
Carttave, he acquints em with his Reſolution of 
going to Fernſatem and never to return thither; he 
Fnew not, he ſaid, whit would particularly befal 


him there, but thut in general, Afflictions, Diſtrel- | 


fes and Indighities were the Portion of His Life, 
which he was r&dy ro hazard or lay down in a 
Caufe which has a ceftain Tweerneſs in it, that can 
mike a Man embrace his Chains, and enjoy his 
Miſeries ; what could be anſwer'd to his gallant 
Declaratlon aid Behaviour but Hat 

Acts 28. 39, they did, who All wept fore, and 
| fell bn St. Paul's Neck, and Kiſſed 
im: Sorrowing oft of all for the Words which he 
ſpnke, that the) ſhould ſee his Face no more. Certain 
Jews of Aſia were glad to ſee him again at Jeruſa- 
lem, and inflam'd the City with their Perſonal Know- 
tedge of his Catriage, to the diſparagement of the 
Temple, and the Rites of their Nation: Upon 
which he had been torn to pieces, had he not been 
Reſeu' d by the Commanding Military Officer there; 
of whom (going with him as a Priſoner into the 
Caſtle) he obtutn'd the Liberty of ſpeaking to the 
People: They heatd him with gteat Attention, *till 
he centradicted their Monopoly of God; at which 
they loſt all Order and Patience. But Oppoſition 
was ſo far from diſpiriting, that it did but quicken 
his Refolution z for His great Heart, inſtead of 
Fainting and Stibfiding, roſe and biggen'd in pro- 
phition to any gfowing Danger that threatened 
him; however he is carty'd to his Imptifonment, 
but not ev'n there to be without debate, for he is 


by the Commander's Order to be Scourg'd, to 
| which 
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ahich he does not Paſſively, or baſely ſubtnit, but 


aſſerts His Roman Privilege, and Exempriod from ſuch 


Indignities. 

He, was thereupen next Morning 
brought down ro a Tryal by a 
Conntil of his on Nation, where © 
upon his very opening his Mouth, the Chief Prieft 
commanded him to be ſtruck, fot which he calls 
bim Hypocrite and falſe Pretender to Juſtice, who 
could ufe #4 Man, he was to fit as Judge of, ſo In- 
humanly; brit his good breeding being founded up- 
on no feſs 4 Sanction than the Command of God, 
he immediately Recolle gs himiſelf, and acknowledges 
his Error and Diſreſpect to the Dignity df his Of- 
fice: Yet obſerving (by this treatment froth the 
Preſident of the Council) the Uſage he was to ex- 
peſt, by 4 vety skilful turn he makes Friends in an 
Aſfembly unafiimous in his Ritih; bir in that only 
enfnitttous; for Phiriſots, in Which Sect he WAS vied, 
compoling part of the Couit, he cloſes with their 
belief of a Reſiittefion, and there grounded the 
Ctuelty he had met with among the Jews: This 
put em ineo ſo great a Flame, that toſavehim he was 
forcibly taken away into the place from wheace he 
came: His Enemies, galPd to the quick at his 
Efcape, Conſpir'd to Kill him, when (upon the High 
Prieft's Requef) he ſhould be remanded to a Tiyal : 
A Nephew of the Apoſtle's acquainted him with 
this; fre Was neither afraid or amaz'd ar the Intel- 
ligence, but like a Mah of Buſineſs and the World, 
diſcreetly and calmly order'd the Youth to be intro- 
duc'd to the Captain, whom he knew anſwerable 
for the Safety of his Priſoner : The Officer in the 
Night ſent him with a ſtrong Party to Felix the 
Governor of the Province, and directed his Accu- 
ſers to follow him thither : Before Felix, one Ter- 

: | alltag 


A., cap. 23. 
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tullus, a Mercenary Orator,  baul'd an impertinent 
Harangue, introduc'd with falſe Praiſe of the Judge, 
and clos'd with falſe Accuſation of the Priſoner, 
who with cogent plain Truths, and matter of Fact, 
baffled his barbarous Eloquence, and obtaib' d ſo 
good a Senſe of himſelf and his Innocence with the 
Viceroy, that. he gave him a private Audience on 
the ſubje& of his Faith; but inſtead of then mak- 
ing his Court to him, he fell upon his Excellency's 
own darling Vices, talk'd of Righteouſneſs, Tem- 
perance, and Judgment, with its Terrors for negle& 
of ſuch Duties, In thoſe Heathen times, it ſeems 
it was uſual to have Exceſs, Wantonneſs, and Glut- 
tony, to be the Practice of Courts, and the Apoſtle 
ſo neatly touch'd his Lordſhip, that he fell into a 
ſudden Diſorder before his Inferior, and diſmiſs'd 
him ' till another Seaſon ; he afterwards frequently 
was entertain'd by him, not without hopes of a 
Bribe, which was alſo, in very old Times, the way 
to the Favours of the Great, „ | 
But Felix now leaving his Lieutenancy to Feſtus, 
this Friendleſs good Man was a proper Perſon for a 
Tool to his Vanity, by doing an obliging thing to 
the Jews, in leaving him til in Cuſtody at his de- 
parture, and no leſs uſeful ro his New Excellency to 
be Sacrific'd to em upon his Entry: For at their 
requeſt to have him brought to Feruſalem, (deſign- 
ing to diſpatch him by the way) tho? he at firſt de- 
nied it, he afterwards propos'd it to the Apoſtle 
himſelf, to have the Iſſue of his Tryal there: But he 
handſomely evaded his baſe Condeſcention, and 
their as baſe Malice, by Appealing as a Roman to 
Ceſar himſelf, before whoſe Authority he alſo then 
ſtood: Bur he is ftill kept in Goal in the ſame ſtate, 
to gratifie the Jews, *till .4gripps the Terrarch of 
Galilee came to wait on Feſtus, who (after he 45 
l f | , en 
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been there ſome Days) entertain'd him with the 


"(aſe of St. Paul, and acquainted him that he was at 


a loſs what to do with him: He was ſo Odious to the 
Jews, that he car'd not to Enlarge him, and ſo Inno- 
cent in himſelf, that he knew not what Account to 


ſend with him to Reme : This mov d Agrippa's Cu- 


rioſity to hear him himſelf; in very great Pomp, he, 
his Siſter, and whole Retinue came to his Tryal: 
The Apoſtle made ſo excellent a Defence, that Mean, 
Wrong'd, Poor and Unfriended as he was, he was 
neither Ridiculous or Contemptible to that Courtly 
Audience, but prevail'd ſo far upon the Greateſt and 
Wiſeſt Man there, that he forc'd him to declare, Tho 
haſt almsſ# per ſwaded me to be a Chriſtian; it would, 
methinks, be a Sin not to repeat his very handſome 
Anſwer. 3 | | 

1 mould to God, that not only thou, Acts 26, 29. 
but alfo all that hear me this day, 
were not only almoſt, but altogether ſuch as I am, ex- 
cept theſe bonds. 1 wy 

His Appeal made it neceſſary in courſe Ad, 25. 
of Law, that he ſhould go to Rome; in | 
his Paſſage thither, and in the Tempeſt, Hunger and 
Shipwrack, his Conſtancy was not a Support to him 
only, but alſo to the whole Company ; and being 
thrown upon a barbarous Iſland, he did and receiv'd 
mutual Offices amꝭng the Poor Savages, not yet cul- 
tivated into Ingratitude. At Rome, the other Priio- 
ners were carry d into ſafe Cuſtody, but he was per- 
mitt ed, with a Soldier only for his Ward, to live in 
his own hired Houſe, teaching the things which con- 
cern the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, no Man forbidding him; 
for it was only in Nero's Reign, nor had Rome yet ar- 
tiy'd at the exquiſite and refin'd Tyranny of an In- 
quiſition. Thus we have been diſtin in running 
thro? the more illuſtrious Paſſages of this Conſum- 


mate 
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mate Life and Character, as they ate plac'd in Holy 
Writ, and may ptefurhe, after all the Injuties we have 
done him, that there is not any Pottraitnre in the 
moſt excellent Wiiters of Morality, that can come up 
to its native Beauty; yet was not he contented to 
ſetve his God only by Example, but has as Emi- 
nently done. it by Precept; where he purſues Vice, 
and urges Virtue with all the Reiſon, Energy and 
Forte that either good Senſe or Piety can Inſpire: 
And not upon the airy and fleeting Foundation of 
the Inſenſibility noble Minds bear to the Aſſaults of 
Fortune; which has been the Tmpefrinence of Hea- 
then Moraliſts, and among them Seneca. 
« * A good Man is not only the Friend of God, 
« hut the very Image, the Difciple, the Imit ator of 
« him, and the true Child of his Heav'nly Father: 
e He is true to himſelf, and Acts with Conftancy 
te and Reſolution. Scipio, by a croſs Wind being 
& fortd into the Power of his Enemies, caſt himſelf 
« upon the Point of his Sword; and as the People 
« were enquiting what was become of the General, 
ce the General, ſays Scipio, is very well, and ſo he 
« Expir'd. A Gallant Man, is Fottune's Match': Eis 
tc Courage Provokes and Deſpiſes thoſe terrible Ap- 
te pearances, that would Etiflave us; a W iſe Man is 
& Out of the reach of Fortune, big not free from the 
« Malice of it; and all Attempts upon him are no 
« more than Xerxes's Arrows; they may darken the 
« Day, but they cannot ſtrike the Sun. Wy 
This is Seneca's vety Spitit, Opinion and Genius; 
put alas, what Abſurdity is here! after the Pane yrick 
bf u Brave or Honeſt Man, as the Diſciple and Im: 
titot of God, this is Inſtanc'd in the bateſt Action d 
Man can be gullty of; a Getieral's diſpatching * 
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* L'Strange's 3d. p. of Seneca's Morals, Ebiſt. 26. 
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ſelf in an extream Difficulty, and Deſerting his Men 
and his Honour; and what is this but doing a mean 
Action with a great Countenance? What could this 
Imitatot of God, out of the Power of Fortune, do 
more in Obedience to what they call ſo, than Sacti- 
ficing his Life to it: But this is Bombaſt got into 
the very Soul, Fuſtian in thinking? 


Quanto Rectius hic qui nil molitur Inepte. 


How much better he? 


Be ye ſtedſaſt, unmoveable, al- 1 Cor. 15. v. 58. 


Here is ſupporting our ſelves under Misfortunes, 


propoſed upon the reaſonable terms of Reward and 


punihment; and all other is Fantaſtick, Arrogant 
and Ungrounded. 5 9 5 
The Firſt Epiſtle to Corinth is moſt exquiſitely 
adapted to the preſent Temper of England, nor did 
ever that City (tho' proverbial of it) pretend to be 
more refinedly pleas'd than at preſent London: Bur 
St. Pau more Emphatically diſſuades from thoſe em- 
baſing Satis factions of Senſe. 
Meats for the Belly, and the Belly 
for Meats; bus God ſhall deſiroy both 
it and them. | : 
He, methinks, throws Bluſh and Confuſion in the 
Face of his Readers, when he Argues on theſe Sub- 
jects; for who can conceive his Body, the Manſion 
of an immortal Spirit, capable to receive the Aſpira- 
tion and Grace of an Eternal God, and at the ſame 
time, by Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, entertain in 
that place Fuel to enflame themſelves into Adulte- 
ty, Rage and Revenge? as if our Miſery were our 
| Study, 


1 Cot. 6. v. 12. 


43 The Chriſtian Here, 


Study, and Chaſtit y, Innocence and Temperance, 
(thoſe eaſie and agreeable Companions) were not 
preferable to the Cenvullions of Wrath, and Tor- 
tures of Luft. 

Kyow ye not that your Bodies are 
the Members of Chriſt, ſhall I then 
take the Members of Chriſt, and make 
them the Aer of an Harlot? 

How Ugly has he made Corinna at one sentence 
Shall I, who am conſcious that he who laid down 
an immaculate Body, to cleanſe me from the Filth 
and Stain of a Polluted one, and know that the 
Holy Jeſus has promis'd to be preſent to all the 
Conflicts of my Soul, Baniſh him thence, and be 
Guilty of ſo unnatural a Coition, as to throw that 
Temple into the Embraces of a Mercenary Strum- 
pet ? 

But muſt we then deſert Love and the Fair? 


I or 6. v. Is. 


| The Cordial Drop Heav'n 3 cup has thrown, 
To make the nauſeous Draught of Life go down. 


No, God forbid! the Apoſtle allows us a virtuous 
Enjoyment of our Paſſions; but indeed extirpates 
all our falſe Ideas of Pleaſure and Happineſs in em; 
he takes Love out of its Diſguiſe, and puts it on 
its own gay and becoming Dreſs of Innocence; and 
indeed it is, among other Reaſons, from want ol 
Wit and Invention in our Modern Gallants, that the 
'beautiful Sex is abſurdly and vitiouſly entertain'd 
by 'em: For there is in their tender Frame, native 
Simplicity, groundleſs Fear, and little unaccountable 
- GontradiFions, upon which there might be built 
Expoſtulations to divert a good and intelligent young 
Woman, as well as the fulſome Raptures, guilt) 


Impreſſions, ſenſeleſs Deifications, and pretended 


'Deaths that are every Day ofter'd her. 
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No Pen certainly ever ſurpaſs'd either the Logick 
er Rhetorick of his Fifreenth Chapter: How does 


he intermingle Hope and Fear, Life and Death: 


Our riſing from our Graves is moſt admirably Ar- 


gued on the received Philoſophy, that Coriuption 
precedes Generation, and theealie Inſtances of new 


Grain, new Plants, and new Trees, from the minute 
Particles of Seed; and when he has Buried us, how 
does he move the Heart with an 0h Death where is 
thy Stig! Oh Grave where is thy Victory! We have 
at once all along the quickeſt Touches of Diſtreſs 
and of Triumph. It were endleſs to enumerate tb eſe 
Excellencies and Beauties in his Writings; but fince 
they were all in his more publick and miniſterial 
Office, let's ſee him in his private Life: There is 
nothing expreſſes a Man's particular Character more 
fully, than his Letters to his intimate Frieuds 3 
we have one of that Nature of this great Apoſtle 
to Philemon, Which in the Modern Language would 
perhaps run thus, l 


STR, | 
«TT is with the deepeſt Satisfaction that 1 every 

« Day hear you Commended, for your Generous | 
« behaviour to all of that Faith, in the Articles of 
& which 1 had the Honour and Happineſs to Initiate, 
« you; for which, tho' 1 might preſume to an Au- 

« thority to oblige your Compliance in a Requeſt 
“J am going to make to you, yet chuſe 1 rather 

* to apply my ſelf to you as a Friend, than an A- 

< poſtle; for with a Man of your Great Temper, I 

* kaow I need not a more powerful Pretence than 


be built 
nt young 


ce that of my Age and Impriſonment: Yet is not my 
Petition fot my ſelf, but in behalf of the Bearer, 


es, * your Servant Oneſimus, who has robb'd you, and 
preten®” WF ran away flom you; what he has Defrauded you 


u „ 
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e of, I will be anſwerable for, this ſhall be a De- 
e mand upon me; not to {ay that you ove me 
<« your very ſelf: 1 call'd him your Servant, but he 
“ ig now alſo to be Regarded by you in a greater 
e Relation, ev'n that of your Fellow- Chriſtian; 
c for I eſteem him a Son of mine as much as your 
« ſelf; nay, methinks it is a certain peculiar En- 
« dearment of him to me, that I had the Happr 
< neſs of gaining him in my Confinement : I be. 
e ſeech you to receive him, and think it an Act of 
4e Providence, that he went away from you for a 
<« Seaſon, to return more Improv'd to your Service 
e for ever. | | 

This Letter is the ſincere Image of a Werth), 
Pious, and Brave Man, and the ready Utterance of 
a generous Chriſtian Temper 3 How handſomely does 
he aſſume, tho a Priſoner ? How humbly conde- 
ſcend, tho? an Apoſtle? Could any Requeſt have been 
made, or any Perſon oblig'd with a better Grace! 
The very Criminal Servant, is no lefs with him 
than his Son and his Brother; for Chriſtianity has 
that in it, which makes Men pity, not ſcorn the 
Wicked, and by a beautiful kind of Ignorance of 
themſelves, think thoſe W retches their Equals; i 


* aggravates all the Benefits and good Offices of Lit, 
by making em ſeem Fraternal; and the Chriftian 


feels the Wants of the Miſerable ſo much his own 
that it ſweetens the Pain of the oblig'd, when he 
that gives, does it with aa Air, that has neither Op: 
preſſion or Supetiority in it, but had rather have lu 
Generoſity appear an enlarg d Self-Love than diffu 
five Bounty, and is always a BenefaQor with thc 
Mein of a Receiver.. 

Theſe are the great and beauteous Parts of Lit 
and Friendſhip ; and what is there in all that Mot 
lity can preſexibe, than can make a Man do ſo muct 

| | a 
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as the high Ambition of pleaſing his Creator, with 
whom the Methods of Addreſs are as immutable 
as the Favour obtain'd by em | 


Here methinks we could begin again upan this 
Amiable Picture, or ſhall we ſearch Antiquity for 


the Period and Gonſummation of his Illuſtrious Life, 
to give him the Crowa and Glory of Martyrdom? 


That were a needleſs Labour, for he that has been in 
a Battel, has to his Prince the Merit of having Dy'd 
there; and St. Paul has ſo often in our Narration 
confronted Death, that we may beſto upon him that 
Ccleltial Title, and diſmiſs him wich the juſt Eu- 
logy in his own ſpritely Expreſſion that he Dy'A daily. 

Now the Addreſs and Conſtancy with which this 
great Apoſtle has behav'd himlelf in to many vari- 


ous Forms of Calamity, are an ample Conviction, 
that to make our Life one decent and conſiſtent Acti- 
on, we ſhould have one conſtant Motive of Living, 


and that Motive a Coandence in God: For had he 
Breath'd on any other Cauſe, inſtead of Application 
to the Almighty, he mutt (on many Occations which 
ve have mention'd) have ran to the Dagger, or tae 
Bowl of Poiſon: For the Heathen Virtuc preſcribes 


Death before Stripes or lmpiiſoumeut 3 but whatever 


'ompous Look, Elegant Pens may have given to 
he Illuſtrious Diſtreſs d (as tuey would have us thittk 
ac Perſons are, Who to evade Miferics, have pro- 
ud tneir Lives, aud ruih'd to Death for Relief:) 
it we look to the bottom of things, we ſhall eafily 
dlerye, that *ris not a generous Scoru of Chains» 
or delicate Diftaſte of an Impertinent Being, (which 
wo Pretences include all the Varniſh that is put upon 
elf: murder) but it ever was, and ever will be, Pride 
dr Cowardiſe, that makes Lite inlupportable: Fot 
nee Accidents are not in our Power, but will (in 
dite of all our Care and Vigilance) befal us; what 

| | remain, | 
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remains, bur that we accommodate ourſelves ſo far, 
as to bear em with the greateſt Decency and hand- 
ſomeſt Patience we are able? And indeed Reſiſt ance 
to what we cannot avoid, is not the Effect of a va. 
liant Heart, but a ſtubborn Stomach: Which Con. 
tumacy, till we have quite root ed out our Pride, will 
always make things too little, and our Cowardiſe 
too large: For as Fear gives a falſe Idea of Suffer. 
ings, and Attemps, as above our Strength, tho? they 
are not ſuch, ſo Vanity makes things deſpicable, and 
beneath us, which are rather for our Honour and 
Reputation; but if Men would ſincerely underſtand 
- hat they are but Creatures, all the DiſlinRions of 
| Great and Little, High and Low, would be eafil 
ſwallow'd-up in the Contemplatien of the Hope 
we entertain in the Place we ſhall have in his Meccy 
who is the Author of all things. | | 


e 88.8 8888888288884 
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Ur ſince we have hitherto treatet 
his subject in Examples only, (0 
a View of ſome Eminent Heathen, 
by a diftant Admiration of the 
5 Life of our bleſſed Saviour, and! 
near Examination of that of b 

| Apoſtle St. P and rg on f 

ens Paſſions and Intereſts calls 

345 this Ban. their Practice, mere Notion 
and Theory : We muſt from this Place deſcend — 
the bright Incentives of their Actions to conſide 
Lower Life, and talk of Motives which are commot 
to all Men, and which are the Impulſes of the a 
dinary World, as well as of Captains, Heroes, . 
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thies, Lawgivers, and Saints. Which when we have 
perform'd, if it ſhall appear, that thoſe Motives are 


far, Wl beſt us d and improv'd, when join'd with Religion; 

and- BY ve may reſt aſſur'd, that it is a Stable, Sober, and 

ance ¶ practical, as well as Generous, Exalted and Heroick 

Ba Polition, that True Greatneſs of Mind is to be main- 
on. 


tain'd only by Chriſtian Princ ples. 


e, wil We will venture then to aſſert, that the two gre at 
mw Springs of Human Actions are Fame and Conſci- 
suffer. 


ence; for tho” we uſually ſay ſuch a one does not 


5 d . 1 - 
they value his Reputation, and ſuch a one is a Man of no 


e, and WC onſcience, it will perhaps be very eaſie to prove, 
Ir ant that there ſeldom lives a Perſon ſo Profligate and 
N Abandon'd, as not to prefer either the One or the 
ons 0 


1 Other, even to Life it ſelf; and by the way, me- 
eaſily 
Hopes 


8 gs lively Smart in the other, are ſtrong Arguments 
eie 


pf their Immortal Nature: For ſuch Abſtracted Suf- 
erings and Enjoyments argue our Souls too large 
or their preſent Manſions, and raiſe Us (ev'n while 
e are in theſe B dies) to a Being which does not 
t all affect em, but which is wholly Spiritual and Im- 
material. „„ 

So ſtrong (as we were going to proceed) is the Paſ- 
jon for Fame, that it never ſeems utterly extinct: 
or not to look among the Men of the Sword, 
whoſe whole Pay it is,) and who ſuffer infinite Ha- 
ards, Toils, and Miſeries to enjoy it; not, I ſay, to 
well upon them, whoſe more profeſſed Purſuit is 
lory, we ſhall find it Intrudes alſo as reſtleſly upon 
oſe of the Quill, nay the very Authors who conceal 
heir Names, are yet Vainer than they who publiſh 
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not only ſuch who would recommend themſelves by 
Great Actions, and Liberal Arts, but ev'n the loweſt 
of Mankind, and they who have gone out of the road, 
not only of Honour, but alſo common Honeſty, have 
ftill a remaining reliſh for Praiſe and Applauſe. For 
you may frequently obſerve Malefactors at an Execu- 
tion, even in that Weight of Shame and Terror, pre- 
ſerve as it were a corner of their Souls for the Recep- 
tion of Pity, and die with the ſturdy Satisfaction of 
not appearing to bend at the Calamity, or perhops 
deſert their Accomplices, by the Sacrifice and Berray- 
ing of whole Lives we frequently ice they might 
have lav'd their Own. 

By which laſt Inſtance (that the baſeſt Men have 
ſtill ſomething PunRilious to em) we may Obterve 
that the Senſe of Fame and Conſcience is never quite 
Kill'd, but that when we are come to the worſt, 
we have only carry'd 'em into another Intereſt, and 
turn'd our Gratifications that way, only to different 
Objects; nor can it be imagin'd that the Love Hi. 
ſtories we daily hear young Fellows relate of the Fa- 
vours and Fondneſs of Debauch'd Women to em 
can be all that time deſign'd for a Self- Accuſation: 
No, their idle Minds have only ſhifted their Senſe 
of things, and tho* they Glory in their Shame, yet 
{fill they Glory. 45 

What then muſt Men do to make themſelves es- 
fie in this Invincible Paſſion, or how ſhall they pol- 
ſels a thing that is of ſo inconſiſtent a Nat ure, thit 
if they will be Maſters of it, they muſt ſhun it: For 
if they ſpeak to their own Advantage, or ſuffer ano 
ther to do it to em, they are equally Contempti 
ble : Thus they ſpend their Lives in purſuit of 
ever abſent Good; and yet, tho Applavſe muſt neve! 
came quite Home to em, they ale it ſeems miſer 
able, except they are conſcious that they have * 

25 o 
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by Now if every Heart lies open to it, that Heart that 
'elt ¶ is moſt Paſſionate to it, muſt be an eternal Anxiety 
ad, to attain it, tho? that very Love frequently leads to 
e Bi the Loſs of it: For when our utmoſt Bliſs is plac'd 
For in this Charming ?oſleſſion of Praiſe, and the World's 
cu. Opinion of our Accompliſhments, a Flatterer needs 
Pre. no more in Attemꝑts upon Mens Honeſty, and Wo- 
cep. mens Chaſtity, but their being convinc'd their Crimes 
n et may be a Secret: So eaſily, alas! are both Sexes led 
heps vy Admiration into Contempt. 
tray. To Rectifie therefore, and Adjuſt our Deſires in 
V3" this kind, we have the other concomitant Motive of 
a Living Conſcience, or the Knowledge and Judg- 
ment of what we are doing, which in the Voyage 
of Life is our Ballaſt, as the other is our Sail : But 
tho* Fame and Conſcience, like Judge and Crimi- 
nal, are thus plac'd together in us, they will have 
an Underſtanding, and go into cach others Intereſt, 
except there is a Superior Court, in which both may 
de Examin'd. Here was the uphappy Block on which 
he noble Heathen flumbled, and loſt his way; for 
* he bare Conſcience of a thing's being ill, was not 
ation: f Conſideration enough of its ſelf to ſupport Men 
Senſe Wl: the Anguiſh of Diſgrace, Poverty and Impriſon- 
ne, el Bent. But Succeſs, Applauſe, Kenown, Honour and 
ommand had Attractions too forcible to mere Men, 
ves „ o be relinquiſt*d but with Life it ſelf; to which 
ey Pl Wrcuth, the braver and higher Part of the Heathen 
ne, thu A ould have dy'd Martyrs. 
it: Fare The different Sects and ſortings of themſelves into 
fer ano iginct Claſſes of Opinion, ſeem to be no other than 
temptr Whe Proſecution of this Natural Impulſe to Reputation 
t of ich Claſs was Stoical or Epicurean, or the like, ac- 
ft never Wording to the force and bent of their Complexions, 
s milct- Which chey miſ- underſtood for their Confcience ; and 
aye it. Wt begins his fine Story of Catitine's Conſpiracy, 
Nov * wih 
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with an acknowledgment to this Purpole, for he 
takes it to be the peculiar Duty and Superiority of 
the Human Race above other Animals (which he calls 
Prone and Obedient to their Bellies) Ne Vitam ſilen- 
tio Tranſ ant, not to let Life pats away in a lazy Silence; 
and furt her, Is mihi Demum vivere & fin Anima vide. 
tur qui, negotto aliquo intents Artis, bona famam quarit: 
He only in his Opinion might truly be ſaid to Live, who 
being employ' d in ſome ufeful Affair, obtain'd a Re. 
put ation in an Honeſt or Liberal Art. Thus this Au- 
thor of Sober and Excellent tenſe, makes it the End 
and Happy Conſummation of a well-{pent Life, to ar- 
rive at a good Fame; which makes our Aſſertion in 
the beginning of this Diſcourſe very Natural, vir, 
That the Heathen Virtues, which were little elſe but 
Diſguis'd or Artificial Paſſions, (ſince their Good wa 
in Fame muſt riſe or fall with Diſappointment or 
Succeſs. | 

Now our good God, who claims not an utter Extir 
pation, but the Direction only of our Paſſions, has 
provided alſo for this great Deſire, in giving it a Scope 
as boundleſs as it ſelf; and ſince tis never to be Saiiſ- 
fy'd, hath allow'd it an. Aim which may ſupply it 

wich Eternal Employment. 

Let your Light ſ» ſhine before Mcn it at 
they may ſee your Good Works and Glorifie 
your Father which is in Heaven. | 

In this Command is the whole Buſineſs of Reputs 
tion, (about which we are ſo miſerably Anxious)wholly 
rectify d: and Fame no longer a Turbulent, Way 
ward, Uneaſie Purſuit, but (when thus made a Sub- 
ordinate, and Secondary Cauſe of Action) a calm, 
eaſie, indifferent and hntroubled Poſſeſſion. 

And what more glorious Ambition can the Mind of 
Man have, than to conſider it ſelf actually Imploy'd 
ia the Service of, and in a manner in Conjunction with, 

| | | the 
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| he the Mind of the Univerſe, which is for ever Buſie 
y of without Toil, and Working without Wearineſs, 
calls Thus the Spirit of Man,' by new Acquiſitions, will 
ſilen- daily receive Earneſts of a nobler State, and by its 
e own enlargement better apprehend that Spirit, after 
dicke whoſe Image it was made, which knows no confine- 
arit ment of Place. | | | 
who This adjuſted Paſſion will make Men truly Agreea- 
a Re. ble, ſubſtantially Famous, for when the firſt Inten- 
1s Au. tion purſues the Service of the Almighty, diſtinction 
e End will naturally come, the only way it ever does come, 
1 wit hout being apparently Courted; nor will Men 
ien in be Loſt through a fondneſs of it, by Affectation in 
3 the familiar Life, or Knavery in the Buſie: 
le but It is not a Stoical Rant, but a reaſonable Confi- 
od wi Bi dence in a Man thus Arm'd, to be unmov'd at Miſ- 
ent o fortunes; let the Sea, or the People rage; let the 
Exti- Pillows beat, the World be confus'd, the Earth be 
* hook; *Tis not to him a Terror, but a daily requeſt 
ms * of his to haſten the very laſt Day of Human Nature, 
oo 1 that He may finiſh this various Being, and enjoy the 
ia Preſence of his Maker in an end/eſs Tranquility,” 
pply i Thus, by taking in Fame, the Chriſtian Religion 
© 5: (and no other Motive) has fortify'd our Minds on all 
des, and made em Impregnable by any Happineſs 
or Miſery with which this World can attack it: And 
now, if it is Impartially apparent to us, that rhe Chri- 
Ceputs BY nian Scheme is not only the way to Eaſe and Compo- 
hol ſure of Mind in unhappy Circumſtances, but alſo the 
t, Wa). ¶ nobleſt Spur to honeſt and great Actions, What hinders 
a dub · ¶ but that we be Baptiz d and Reſolve all our perplex'd 
a calm, Notions of Juſtice, Generoſity, Patience and Bravery, 
into that one eaſie and portable Virtue, Piety? Which 
Mind of MW could arm our Anceftors in this Faita with ſo reſtleſs 
mploy'd and victorious a Conſtancy, that by their Sufferings, 
ion with, their Religion, from the Outcaſt aud Scorn of the 
the | 1 "IS | | Earth, 


'$3 The Chriſtian Hero. 
Earth, has aſcended Soveraign Thrones; and Defender 
of the Faith, and moſt Chriſtian King, are Appellati- 
ans of the Greateſt Monarchs of the moſt refin'd Na- 
tions; nor can we enough thank the Almighty, who 
has diſpos'd us into the World, when the Chriſtian 
Name beats Pomp and Authority, and not in its offen- 
five, low and deſpis'd Beginnings: But alas! its State 


is as much Militant as ever, for there are Earthly and 


Narrow Souls, as deeply ScandaPd at the Proſperity the 
Profeſſors and Teachers of this Sacred Faith enjoy, and 
object to em the Miſeries and Neceſſities of the Pri- 
mit ive Believers: Light and Superficial Men! Not ſee- 
ing that Riches is a much more dangerous Diſpenſati- 
on than that of Poverty, this we Oppoſe as a Foe, that 
we run to meet as a Friend, and an Enemy does his 
Work more ſucceſsfully in an Embrace than a Blow; 
but ſince the Neceſſaries, Conveniencies and Honours 
ol Life which the Clergy enjoy, are ſo great an Of- 
fence to their Deſpiſers, they are the more engag'dto 
hold'em dear; for they who envy a Man for what he 
| has, would certainly ſcorn him without it; when there- 
fore they are both in good and bad Fortune irreconcile- 
able to em, may they always offend with their Happi- 
-neſs; for it is not to be doubted, but that there are 
Biſhops and Governors in the Church of England, 
whoſe decent Hoſpitality, Meckneſs and Charity to 
their Brethren, will place em in the ſame Manſions 
with the moſt Heroick Poor; and convince the Mi- 
ſtake of their Enemies, that the Eternal Paſtor has 
given his worldly Bleſſings into Hands by which he 
- Approves their Diſtribution ; and till beſtous upon us 
great and exemplary Spirits, that can conquer the 
Difficulties and Enckantments of Wealth it ſelf. 
To follow ſuch excellent Leaders, it will be neceſſa· 
xy we now conſider alſo w hat may be our beſt Rule in 
that State we call our good Fortune, and enquire mow 
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The Chriſtians Here; 30 
ther Chriſtianity can as well become its Profeſſors 
in the Enjoyments of Proſperity, as we have ſeen it 
has in the hardſhips of Adverſity; this alſo we ſhall 
beſt know, by contemplating our Natural Frame 
and Tendency, which Religion either aſſiſts or cor- 
rects in theſe Circumſtances, 

The Eternal God, in whom we Live, and Move, 


and have our Being, has impreſs'd upon us all one 
Nature, which as an Emanation from him, who is 


Univerſal Life, preſſes us by Natural Society to a cloſe 


Union with each other; which is, methinks, a ſort of 
Enlargement of our very ſelves when werun into the- 
Ideas, Senſations and Concerns of our Brethren: y 
this Force of their Make, Men are inſenſibly hurried 
into each other, and by a ſecret Charm we lament 
withthe Unfortunate, and rejoice with the Glad ; for 
it is not poſlible for an human Heart to be averſe to 
any thing that is human: But by the very Mein and 
Geſture of the Joyful and Diſtreſs'd we riſe and fall 
into their Condition; and ſince Joy is communicative» 
tis reaſonable that Grief ſhould be contagious, both 
which are ſeen and felt at a Look, for one Man's Eyes 
are Spectacles to another to Read his Heart: Thoſe 
uſeful and honeſt Inſtruments do not only diſcover Ob- 
jects to us, but make our ſelves alſo Tranſparent ; for 
they, in ſpite of Diſſimulation, when the Heart is full, 
will brighten into Gladneſs, and guſh into Tears: 
From this Foundation in Nature is kindled that noble 
Spark of Cceleſtial Fire, we call Charity er Com- 
paſſion, which opens our Boſoms, and extends our. 
Arms to Embrace all Mankind, and by this it is that 
the Amorous Man is not more ſuddenly melted 
with Beauty, than the Compaſſionate with Miſery, 
Thus are we fram'd for mutual Kindneſs, good Will 
and Service, and therefore our Bleſſed Saviour has 
been pleaſed to give us (as a reiterated Abridgement of 
D 2 all 
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all his Law) the Command of Loving one another; 
and the Man that Imbibes that noble Principle is 
ir no Danger of inſolently Tranſgrefling againſt his 
Fellow Creatures, but will certainly uſe all the Ad- 
vantages which he has from Nature and Fortune 
to the Good and Welfare of others, for whoſe Be- 
nefit (next to the Adoration of his Maker) he knows 
he was Created. This Temper of Mind, when nei- 
ther Polluted or Miſ-led, tends to this Purpoſe, and 
the Improvement of it by Religion raiſes on it an 
exalted Superſtructure, which inclines him in his 
Words and Actions, to be above the little Crafts 
and Doubles with which the World beneath him is 
perplex*d: He is. Intrinſically poſſeſſed of what mere 
Morality muſt own to be a Fantaſtical Chimæra, the 
being wholly diſ · intereſte d in the Affairs of the Per- 
ſon he affects or befriends; for indeed when the Re- 
gard of out Maker is not our firſt Impulſe and Deſire 
in our Hopes and Purpoſes, it is impoſſible but that 
the Fondneſs of our ſelves and our own Intereſt muſt 
zecur upon us, and leaven the whole Courſe of our 
Actions: When the Fountain is Muddy it mutt ſtain 
the Rivulet, and the przdominunt Paſſion gives a 
Tiacture to all our Cares and Pleaſures; 10 that 
Men ordinarily Love others out of a Tenderneſs to 
themſelves, and do good Offices to receive em with 
Enereaſe and Uſury: Nay, if we follow the beſt Friend- 
ſhip we meet with to its Sourſe, and allow it to be 
what it ſometimes really is, a paſſionate Inclination 
to ſerve another, without hopes or viſible Poſſibility 
of receiving a Return, yet we muſt alſo allow, that 
there is a deep Intereſt to our ſelves (tho? indeed a 
Beautiful one) in ſatisfying that Inelination; but 
that good Intention is tubje& to be chang'd und 
imerrupted (as perhaps it was taken up) by Aecident, 
Miſtake, or turn of Humour; but he that loves 
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for the Loye of God muſt be unchangeable, far the 
Cauſe of his Benevolence to us is ſo; and tho? in- 
deed he is not without Self-regard in the hopes of 
receiving one Day an immenſe Reward of all his La-. 
bour, yet fince that is ſeparate from this World, it 

is to all Intents of Life, as far from Interfering with 
our Purpoſes, as if he had no ſuch ExpeRation 3- 
and that very Proſpe& in him is not of a ſelfiſh 
incommunicable Nature, but is augmented and fur- 
thered by our Participation, while his Joys are 
quickened and redoubled by the joint Wiſhes of 
others; This is that Bleſſed State of Mind which is 
lo excellently call'd Singleneſs of Heart; which in- 
ſeparable Peace and Happineſs, *tis not in the power 
of all the Tinſel in the World to diſcompoſe; for 


| to a Chriſtian and knowing Mind Earth is but Earth, 
| tho” the refin'd Dirt ſhine into Gems, and gliſter 


into Gold, 

He that thus juſtly values the Wealth which Hea- 
ven has beſtow'd upon him, cannot grow giddy in 
the Poſſeſſion of it, for it ſerves only to expreſs a 
Noble and Chriſtian Nature, which diſpenſes libe- 
rally, and enjoys abſtinently, the Goods which he 
knows he may loſe and mutt leave: But this exten- 
hive Magnanimity, according to the Rules of our 
Faith, is not to bebeſtow'd on thoſe only who are 
our Friends, but muſt reach alſo to our very Ene- 
mies; tho' good Senſe as well as Religion is fo ut- 
terly baniſn'd the World, that Men glory in their 
very Paſſians, and purſue Trifles with the utmoſt 
Vengeance: So little do they know that to Forgive 
is the moſt arduous Pitch human Nature can arrive 
at; a Coward has often Fought, a Coward has often 
Conquer'd, but 4 Coward never Forgave. The Power 
of doing that flows from a Strength of Soul con- 
ſcious of its own Force, whence it draws a certain 

| 3 Safety 
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Safety which its Enemy is not of conſideration 
enongh to Interrupt; far *tis peculiar in the make 


pf a brave Man to have his Friends ſeem much above 


kim, his Enemies much below him. GR 
Yet tho? the negle& of our Enemies may ſo in- 

tenfe a Forgiveneſs, as the Love of em is not to 

be in the leaſt accounted for by the force of Con- 


. ftitution, but is a more ſpiritual and refin'd Moral 


introduc'd by him, who Dy'd for thoſe that Perſe- 
cuted him, yet very juftly deliver'd to us, when we 
conlider our ſelves as Offenders, and to be forgiven 
on the reaſonable Terms of Forgiving; For who 
can ask what he will not beſtow? Eſpecially when 


that Gift is attended with a Redemprion from the 


cruelleſt Slavery to the moſt acceptable Freedom: 
For when the Mind is in the Contemplation of Re- 


venge, all its Thoughts muſt furely be Tortur'd with 


* 


* 


the Alternate Pangs of Rancour, Envy, Hatred, and 
Indignation : And they who profeſs a Sweet in the 
Enjoyment of it, certainly never felt the confum- 
mate Bliſs of Reconciliation : At fuch an Inſt ant 
the falſe Ideas we receiv'd unrayel, and the Shineſs, 
the Diſtruſt, the ſecret Scorns, and all the baſe Satiſ- 
factions, Men had in each others Faults and Misfor- 
runes, are diſpell'd, and their Souls appear in their 


Native Whiteneſs, without the leaſt Streak of that 


Malice or Diſtaſte which ſullied em: And perhaps 
thoſe very Actions, which (when we look'd at em in 
the oblique Glance with which Hatred doth always ſec 
Things) were Horrid and Odious, when obſerv'd with 
honeſt and open Eyes, are Beauteous and Ornamental. 

But if Men are averſe to us in the moſt violent 
Degree, and we can never bring em to an amica- 


dle Temper, then indeed we are to exert an obitinate 


Oppolition to em, and never Jet the N alice ofout 
| Enemies have ſo eſſectual an Advantage over us, as 


to eſc 
deſpiſe 
in ſo 1 
for pub 
avoid t 
inclin'd 
moral! 
Now 
cellentl 
to ſerve 
ſecing 1 
noble W 
they wo 
ſions of 
Dictates 
their In 
ed in th 
in the ſ. 
the Purp 
and em 
and Cha 
without 
than the 
Pomp an 
in time, 
Or turn 1 
ſolutely 
more in 
tion fron 
others. 
There 
Chriſtian 
tain'd a 1 
Rivals w 
Age, an 
the futur 


on 
ke 
DYC 


in- 
to 
On- 
oral 
1(e- 
we 
wen 
who 
yhen 
the 
om: 
Re- 
with 
and 
n the 
Num- 
aſt ant 
ineſs, 
Satiſ- 
isfor- 
their 
that 
2rhaps 
em in 
ays {ee 
d with 
nent al. 
violent 
amica- 
oſtinate 
e ofout 


x Us, as 
b0 


| 3 | 
Te Chriſtian Hero. 63 
to eſcape our good Will: For the negle | 
def] 3 3 of Religion are ſo 5 2 
in ſo Tranſcendent and Heroick a manner di 
for publick Good, that 'tis not in a wraps > 
_ *. Influence; for the Chriſtian is as much 
inclin'd to your Service when your 
moral Man when your Friend. l a, eden 
Now ſince the Dictates of Chriſtianity are thus ex- 
cellently ſuited to an enlarged Love and Ambition 
to ſerre the World, the moſt immediate Method of 
ſeeing to what height they would accompliſh that 
noble Work, is taking the Liberty of obſerving how 
they would naturally Influence the Actions ard Paſs 
ſions of ſuch Perſons, as have Power to exert all the 
Dictates and Impulſes which are Inſpir d, either by 
their Inclinations or Opinions; for whatever is AQ- 
ed in the narrow Path of a private Life, paſſes away 
in the ſame Obſcurity that *twas perform'd in; while 
the Purpoſes and Conduct of Princes attract all Eyes, 
and employ all Tongues; in which difficult Station 
and Character it is not poſſible, but that a Man 
without Religion muſt be more exquiſitely Happy, 
than the meaneſt of his Vaſlals ; for the repeated 
Pomp and pageantry of Greatneſs muſt needs become 
in time, either Languid in the Satisfactions they give 
or turn the Heads of the Powerful, ſo that tis ab 
ſolutely neceſſary that he ſhould have ſomething of 
more inward and deep regard, to keep his Condi 
2 8 being an Oppreſſion, either to himſelf or 
There were not ever before the Ent 5 
Chriſtian Name into the World, Men nn 
tain'd a more renown'd Carriage than the two great 
Rivals who poſleſs the full Fame of the preſent 
Age, and will be the Theme and Examination of 
the future: They are exactly formed by Nature for 


thoſe | 
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thoſe Ends, to which Heay'n ſeems to have ſent em 
amongſt us: Both animated with a reſtleſs Delire of 
Glory, but purſue is by different Means, and with 
different Motives: To one it conſiſts in an exten- 
five undiſputed Empire over his Subjects, to the o- 
ther in their rational and voluntary Obedience: 


One's Happineſs is founded in their want of Power, 


the others in their want of Deſire, to oppoſe him: 
The one enjoys a Summer of Fortune with the 
Luxury of A Perſian, the other with the Modera- 
tion of a Spartan; one is made to Oppreſs, the o- 
ther to relieve the Oppreſſed: The one is ſatisfied 
with the Pomp and Oſtentation of Power to prefe: 
and debaſe his Inferiors, the other delighted only 
with the Cauſe and Foundation of it, to cheriſh and 
protect em: To one therefore Religion is but a con- 
venient Diſguiſe, to the other a vigorous Motive of 
Action. | | | 
For without ſuch Tyes of real and ſolid Honour, 
there is no way of forming a Monarch, but after 
the Machiavilian Scheme, by which a Prince mult 
ever ſeem to have all Virtues, but really to be Ma- 
ſer of none, but is to be Liberal, Merciful and juſt, 
only as they ſerve his Intereſts ; while with th: 
noble Art of Hypocrifie, Empire would be to be ex- 
tended, and new Conqueſts be made by new Devices, 
by which prompt Addreſs his Creatures might in- 
ſenſibly give Law in the Buſineſs of Life, by lead- 
ing Men in the Entertainment of it, and making 
their great Monarch the Fountain of all that's deli- 
cate and refined, and his Court the Model for Opi- 
nions in Pleaſure, as well as the Partern in Dreſs; 
which might prevail ſo far upon an undiſeerning World 
as (to accompliſk it for its approaching Slavery) to 
make it receive a ſuperfluous Babble for an Univer- 
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Thus when Words and Show are apt to paſs for 
the ſubſtantial Things we are only to expreſs, there 
would need no more to enſlave a Country but to 
adorn a Court; for while every Man's Vanity makes 


him believe himſelf capable - becoming Luxury, 


Enjoy ments are a ready Bait for Sufferings, and the 


hopes of Preferment Invitations to Servitude, which 


Slavery would be colour'd with all the Agreements, 
as they call it, Imaginable : The nobleſt Arts and 
Artiſts, the fineſt Pens and moſt elegant Minds, 


jointly employ'd to ſet it off, with the various Em- 


belliſuments of ſumptuous Entertainments, charm- 
ing Aſſemblies and poliſh'd Diſcourſes : And thoſe 


apoſtate Abilities of Men, the ador'd Monarch might 
| profuſedly and skilfully encourage, while, they flat- 
tex his Virtue, and gild his Vice at ſo high a rate, 


that he without Scorn of the one, or Love of the 
other, would alternately and occaſionally uſe boths 
lo that his Bounty ſhould ſupport him in his Ra- 
pines, his Mercy in his Cruelties. 

Nor is it to give Things a more ſevere Look than 


is natural, to ſuppoſe ſuch muſt be the (onſe- 
quences of a Prince's having no other Purſuit than 


that of his own Glory; for if we conſider an In- 
fant born into the World, and beholding it ſelf the 
mightieſt Thing in it, it ſelf the preſent Admira- 
tion and future Proſpect of a fawning People, who 
profeſs themſelves great or mean accorduig to the 
Figure he is to make amongſt em, what Fancy 
would not be Debauch'd to believe they were but 
what they profeſſed themſelves, his mere Creatures, 
and uſe em as ſuch, by purchaſing with their Lives 
a boundleſs Renown, which he, for waut of a mote 
juſt Proſpect, would place in the number of Slaves, 


and the extent of his Territories; ſuch undoubted- 


ly would be the Tragical Effects of a Prince's living 
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with no Religion, which ate not to be ſurpaſy'd Sins ſo f 
but by his having a Falle one. | terly nal 


If Ambition were Spirited with Zeal, what would Leader, 1 
follow, but that his People ſhould be converted into us to ou 
an Army, whoſe Swords can make Rigat in Power, God ne 
and ſolve Controverſie in Belief; and if Men ſhould but he ga 
be Stiff-necked to the Doctrine of that viſible All th 


Church, let *em be contented with an Oar. and a our Princ 
Chain in the midſt of Stripes and Anguiſh, to con- Check an 
template on him, whoſe Yoak is Eaſte, and whole ſtrengthe 

Burt hen is Light, and Heay 
With a Tyranny begun on his own Subjects, and BW Senſe of 
Indignation that others draw their Breath Indepen- Which he 
dant of his Frown or smile, why ſhould he not trivial G! 
proceed to the ſeizure of the World; and if no- Glorious 
thing but the Thirſt of Sway were the Motive of in a {ted 
his Actions, why ſhould Treaties be other than either of. 
mere Words, or ſolemn National Compacts be any if not in 
thing but an Halt in the March of that Army, who an Heroi, 
are never to lay down their Arms, *cill all Men narch: V 
are reduc'd to the Neceſſity ef Hanging their Lives Wh ample Gl 
on his way-ward Will; who might Supinely, and at WF himſelf, 
Leiſure, expiate his own Sins by other Mens Suffer- Enterpriz 
ings; while he daily Meditates New Slaughter, and for Integ) 


New Conqueſt. | | which de; 
For mere Man, when giddy with unbridled Pov- BF ment. 
er, is an inſatiate Idol, not to be appeaſed with With t 


Myriads offer'd to his Pride, which may be puffed I tain, and 
up by the Adulation of a baſe and proſtrate World, Wi ſplendid 7 
into an Opinion that he is ſomething more than is the Ho 
Human, by being ſomething leſs : And alas, what BY not to be 
is there that Mortal Man will not believe of him- implore h 
ſelf, when complimented with the Attributes of ¶ Aſſiſtance 
God? He can then conceive Thoughts of 2 Hof the Pe 
Power as Omnipreſent as his: But ſhould there be I Frinces ; ; 
ſuch a Foc of Mankind now upon Earth, — tiom the 

| ins 
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d Sins ſo far provok*d Heay'n, that we are left ut- 
terly naked to his Fury? Is there no Power, no 


uld Leader, no Genius that can Conduct and Animate 
nto us to our Death, or our Defence? Yes, our great 
ver, God never gave one to Reign by his Permiſſion, 


uuld but he gave to another alſo, to Reign by his Grace. 


our Prince ſeem to have eonſpir'd to make him the 
Check and Bridle of Tyranny, for his Mind has been 
ſtrengthen d and confirm'd by one continued Struggle, 
and Heay*n has Educated him by Adverſity to a quick 
| Senſe of the Diſtreſſes and Miſeries of Mankind, 
which he was born to Redreſs: In juſt Scorn of the 
trivial Glories and light Oſtentations of Power, that 
| Glorious Inftrument of Providence, moves like that, 
in a ſteddy, calm and filent Courſe, Independent 
either of Applauſe or of Calumny, which renders him, 
if not in a Folitical, yet in a Moral, a Philoſophick, 
an Heroick, and a Chriſtian Senſe, an abſolute Mo- 
narch: Who ſatisfied with this unchangeable, juſt and 
ample Glory, muſt needs turn all his Regards from 
himſelf, to the Service of others; for he begins his 
Enterprizes with his own ſhare in the Succeſs of em, 
for Integrity bears in its ſelf its Reward, nor can that 
which depends not on Event ever know Diſappoint- 
ment. | | 
With the undoubted Character of a glorious Cap- 
tain, and (what he much more Values than the moſt 
ſplendid Titles) that of a ſincere and honeſt Man, he 
is the Hope and Stay of Erepe, an Univerſal Good 
not to be Engroſſed by us only; for diſtant Potentates 


Aſſiſtance: He rules the World, not by an Invaſion 
of the People of the Earth, but the Addreſs of its 
Princes; and if that World ſhould be again rous'd 
tiom the Repoſe which his prevailing Arms have gi- 
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All the Circumſtances of the !1luſtrious Life of 


implore his Friendſhip, and injur'd Empires court his 


ven 
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A ven it, why ſhould we not hope that there is an Al. 
mighty, by whoſe 3 terrible Enemy that 
thinks himſelf prepar d for Battel, may find he is but 
ripe for Deſtruction, and that there may be in the 
Womb of Time great Incidents, which may make 
the Cataſtrophe of a proſperous Life as Unfortunate, 
as the particular Scenes of it were Succeſ. ful. - 
For there does not want a skilful Eye, and reſolute 

Am, to obſerve and graſp the Occaſion : A Prince 
who from a juſt Notion of his Duty to that Being, to 
whom he muſt be accountable, has in the Service of 
his Fellew-Creatures, a noble Contempt of Pleaſures, 
and Patience of Labours, to whom *tis Hzteditary 

do be the Guardian and Aﬀerter of the Native Rights 

and Liberties of Mankind; and who, with a rational 
Ambition, knows how much greater tis to give than 

=_ take away; waole every Day is productive of ſome 
great Action, in behalf of Mens Univerſal Libeny, 
= which great Affection to em ' tis not in the Power of 
their very Iugratitude to alienate ; he is Conſtant aud 

Collected in himſelf, nor can their Murmurs interrupt 

his Toil, any more than their Dreams his Vigilance; 

à Prince, who never did or ſpoke any thing that could 

- juſtly give Griefto his People, but when he mention'd 
his Succeſſion to em: But what grateful Mind can bear 
that inſupportable Reflection? No, we will with end- 
leſs Adoration implore Heay'n to continue him to us, 

or expire in Heaps before his Pavilion, to guard his im. 

portant Life, and in the Joint Cauſe of Heay'n and 

Earth, our Religion and our Liberty, deftroy like 

Miniſtring Angels, or die an Army of Mart yrs. 
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